Schedule 4 – Requirement for poultry and other captive birds to be housed or otherwise kept separate from wild birds 

(1) All poultry and other captive birds in the area referred to in Schedule 9 must (subject  

to paragraphs 2 and 3 below) be kept housed. This must be done in accordance with  

the following requirements – 

regular inspection of the building in which birds are housed which must be suitable for the purpose of housing the birds safely and securely and keeping them separate from wild birds; 

any openings in the building must be covered with mesh or netting suitable to prevent ingress from wild birds, which must have a maximum hole size of 25mm x 25mm;  

all ventilation system inlets and outlets must be kept in a good state of repair and either  

covered with suitably gauged mesh or netting (maximum hole size of 25mm x 25mmm) or  

if an active ventilation system is present, the blades must be continuously moving 24 hours a day;  

feed and bedding must be kept inside the building;  

measures must be in place to ensure that wild birds are not attracted to areas under the control of the keeper, in particular to watercourses, reservoirs, ponds and other standing water;  

all concrete walkways, paths and similar surfaces to which poultry or other captive birds or wild birds have access must be regularly cleaned and disinfected.  

(2) Where it is not possible to house poultry or other captive birds in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Schedule on welfare grounds , the requirements of that paragraph may be disapplied, subject to the following requirements – 

the outdoor area must be fully enclosed with wire mesh, netting or other material which is capable of preventing ingress of wild birds. Any mesh or netting which must have a maximum hole size of 25mm x 25mm;  

access to open or permanent standing water must be restricted by fencing off and netting ponds, standing water, and waterlogged land;  

the birds must be kept isolated from wild birds in fully enclosed or netted outdoor areas;  

there must be no direct contact with poultry or other captive birds on neighbouring premises;  

feed and bedding must be kept indoors;  

 

feed and water must be provided under cover where wild birds cannot gain access;  

any carcases of wild birds must immediately be removed from the vicinity of the enclosed outdoor area;  

all concrete walkways, paths and similar surfaces to which poultry or other captive birds or wild birds have access must be regularly cleaned and disinfected; 

the enclosed outdoor area must be regularly inspected to ensure that it is not contaminated with feathers or faecal material from wild birds, and reasonable steps must be taken to remove such contamination that may be present as soon as is practicable;  

before placing any new structures or enclosures on land for the purpose of keeping poultry or other captive birds outdoors, the keeper must arrange for the inspection of the relevant site for feathers and faecal matter from wild birds and, if such material is discovered, remove such material; measures must be taken to discourage wild birds (in particular gulls, corvids and wild waterfowl) from entering the vicinity of the enclosed outdoor area,  

measures are in place to ensure that wild birds are not attracted to areas under the control of the keeper, in the vicinity of the enclosed outdoor area, in particular to watercourses, reservoirs, ponds or other standing water;  

proactive measures (for example, bird scarers, foils, streamers) are taken to discourage wild birds, (in particular gulls and wild waterfowl), from entering or congregating in the vicinity of the enclosed outdoor area in particular near open or standing water;  

 there is regular inspection of the site and consideration that these conditions continue to be met, minimising the risk of contact with wild birds  

(3) Where a keeper of any anseriformes, ratites or poultry kept for restocking of game is not able to keep such birds in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Schedule on welfare grounds; and keeping them in accordance with paragraph 2 of this schedule is either  

(i) impractical, due to the size or terrain of the area that needs to be covered;  

or 

(ii) likely to have a negative effect on the welfare of the birds: 

paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Schedule do not need to be applied in relation to such birds; 

appropriate biosecurity measures must be applied in relation to the birds, in consultation with a private veterinarian; 

within 14 days of this declaration coming into force, the keeper of the birds or the occupier of the premises where the birds are kept, must set out in writing a statement which;  

 

sets out the biosecurity measures which are being taken,  

provides the name and contact details of the private veterinarian consulted, and  

specifies the biosecurity measures specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Schedule which are not being taken and the reasons why they cannot be met.  

is signed and dated by the keeper of the birds, or the occupier of the premises where the birds are kept  

must be retained for a period of a minimum of twelve months from the date of signature and made available for inspection upon request by an inspector or veterinary inspector.  

 

(4) In all cases keepers must ensure they meet the needs of their birds in compliance with the Animal Welfare Act 2006. 

 

(5) No person shall release game birds in the area described in Schedule 9 and Annex 1.
