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This information can be made available in large print, Braille, audio and other languages.
Please contact 0191 520 5553 or email: enquiries@sunderland.gov.uk for help
Please note that the information provided in this booklet is correct at the time of going
to print.
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Children/young people with
special educational needs
Many children have special educational needs at some point. Most of these children have their needs
met in school through SEN support as part of a graduated response – assess, plan, do, review. The
processes and procedures described throughout this booklet apply to these children as well as those
without special educational needs.
For those children with signiﬁcant special educational needs, the process of assessing those needs
changed from 1 September 2014, as a result of Part 3 of the Children & Families Act 2014.
As part of the Reform, the Local Authority will publish a ‘Local Offer’ which will set out in one place and
publish clear, comprehensive and accessible information on a website about provision they expect to
be available across education, health and social care for your child or young person. There is a
requirement for each school or educational setting to also publish on their website an SEN information
report, detailing how they will meet the needs of children and young people with special educational
needs and/or a disability.
If your child or young person has an Education, Health and Care Plan there will have been an annual
review meeting held when your child was in Year 5, which will have made a recommendation about the
type of secondary school that will be appropriate. You must either apply online or request an
application form to ensure that the Local Authority is aware of your school preference.
In the year that your child or young person is due to transfer school, the Local Authority will issue an
Education, Health and Care Plan by 15 February in that year. As far as is practicable, and appropriate
to your child or young person’s special educational needs, the Local Authority will try to meet your
preference regarding placement but this may not always be possible. However, this early notiﬁcation
will enable you to approach the Information, Advice & Support Service, use the mediation service
that is available, or go through the appeal process, if necessary, so that a ﬁnal decision regarding
placement can be made at an early stage. Any appeal for a child or young person with a Education,
Health and Care Plan will be to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal Service, rather
than through the normal admissions appeal procedure. Details of how to contact the Information,
Advice & Support Service, the mediation service or the appeal will be provided when you are sent
the Education, Health and Care Plan.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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Introduction
Choosing a school for your child is one of the most important decisions you will make as a
parent/carer. The Local Authority (LA) provides places at all community schools and is there to help
parents understand and be successful in the process.
This booklet provides important information about the transfer of your child from junior/primary to
secondary school. There is also a copy of the timetable for the process, which you may ﬁnd useful to
refer to (page 8).
The information provided was correct at the time of publication, but there may be changes affecting
arrangements before and during the 2022/2023 school year.
If, after reading this booklet, you have any further questions about admission arrangements
please contact:
Sunderland City Council School Admissions Team
Tel: 0191 520 5553
E-mail: school.admissions@sunderland.gov.uk

Counter fraud work
This authority is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers, and to this end may use the
information you have provided on the application for the prevention and detection of fraud. It may also
share the information with other bodies responsible for auditing or administrating public funds for these
purposes.

General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018
Sunderland City Council takes the security of your personal information seriously. We have internal
policies and technological and organisational measures in place to ensure that your data is processed
in line with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018.
To ﬁnd out how we process and use your information, please review our Privacy Notice at
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/article/15536/Privacy-notices
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Explanation of terms used
in this booklet
Please note that all deﬁnitions are as detailed below, unless individual school’s admission arrangements
are different. If this is the case, the deﬁnition will be explained within the school’s admission criteria.
Academy – an all ability school with sponsorship from business, faith or voluntary groups.
The Trust Board/Governing Body set the criteria and are responsible for admissions.
Admission criteria – the conditions of admission agreed by the Council’s Cabinet (in the case
of community schools) or by the Governing Body/Trust Board (in the case of Voluntary Aided Schools
and Academies).
All-age school – a school for children aged 4+ to 16+ (18+ in the case of Christ’s College).
Authority/LA – the Local Authority of the City Council, responsible for pupil places and admissions.
Community school – a school where the LA is responsible for admissions and setting the criteria.
Cluster – a group of junior/primary schools linked to a particular secondary school.
DFE – The Government’s Department for Education.
Looked-after child – a child who is looked after by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 22
of the Children Act 1989(b).
An adoption order is an order made under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.
A child arrangements order is an order outlining the arrangements as to the person with whom the
child will live under the provisions of section 14 of the Children and Families Act 2014.
A residence order is an order outlining the arrangements as to the person with whom the child will
live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989.
A special guardianship order is an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special
guardian or guardians (Section 14A Children Act 1989)
Over-subscribed – where there are more requests for admission to a year group in a school than
there are places available.
Parent/Carer – a person who can exercise parental responsibility as deﬁned under the 1989
Childrens Act.
Preference – the legal right of parents to state the school they would prefer their child to attend.
Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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Published Admission Number (PAN) – the maximum number of pupils to be admitted into a
particular year group.
Secondary school – comprehensive school for children aged 11 years and over.
Sibling link – an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive or step-children) that shares the
same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending the preferred school at the
time of admission.
Voluntary Aided school (VA) – a school where the Governing Body set the criteria and is responsible
for admissions.
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Top tips for applying
for a school place
DO read the information in this booklet very carefully before completing your application.
DO contact the School Admissions Team if there is anything in the booklet that you do not
understand.
DO apply for more than one school on your application. This will not reduce your chances of being
offered a place at your ﬁrst preference school.
DO complete an application even if your child is attending a cluster primary school.
DO complete an application even if you have an older child already attending the school.
DO apply online, if at all possible. As once your application has been submitted, you will receive an
acknowledgement by return. You must remember your username and password to log back
into your application and conﬁrm whether a place has been offered.
OR
DO hand deliver your application to the ofﬁce at your child’s current school (if it is within Sunderland
Local Authority) or to any of the council’s Customer Service Centres and a receipt will be issued. If you
are not given a receipt, please ask for one as this is your proof that it has been handed in.
OR
DO post your application to the School Admissions Team. Please ensure that, if you choose this option,
you use the correct postage for the size and weight of the envelope.
DO ensure that your application is submitted by the end of the preference period.
DO complete the relevant part of the application, if you are applying for a place at a Roman Catholic
school.
DON’T apply to Sunderland City Council if you live outside of Sunderland, even if the school(s) that you
are applying to is/are in Sunderland. You must apply to your ‘home’ Local Authority.
DON’T leave the responsibility of submitting this application to your child.
DON’T hesitate to contact the School Admissions Team, if you need any help with your application.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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Admissions timetable
If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan the timetable will be different. Please
refer to page 2 for more information.
13 September 2021

Preference period begins and parents should have received their
information pack

31 October 2021

Preference period ends – preferences received after this date will be
considered after those received on time

1 March 2022

Parents/carers will be able to log into their application to conﬁrm
whether a place has been offered, if they applied online.
Letters will only be posted where a paper application is received or it
has not been possible to offer a place at a preferred school. Details of
how to appeal will be explained in this letter.

18 March 2022

Acceptance form should be returned by this date

21 March 2022

First reallocation of places begins

1 April 2022

Appeal forms must be returned by this date

May – July 2022

Appeals held – parents will be notiﬁed of the outcome within ﬁve
working days of the hearing

May – August 2022

Reallocation of places

31 December 2022

Waiting lists cease to operate
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What kind of secondary schools
are there in Sunderland?
There are six different types of secondary schools serving approximately 14,500 pupils:

One Community Secondary school
The LA sets the admission criteria and offers places for Hetton School. This school provides for girls and
boys aged 11-16 and is a comprehensive school, which means that children can be admitted
regardless of aptitude or ability.

Three Voluntary Aided (Roman Catholic) Academies
The governing body for each school sets the admission criteria and allocates places. St Anthony’s Girls’
Catholic Academy provides for girls aged 11-18, St Aidan’s Catholic Academy provides for boys aged
11-18 and St Robert of Newminster RC School provides for both boys and girls aged 11-18. All schools
are comprehensive, which means that children can be admitted regardless of aptitude or ability.

One Voluntary Aided (Church of England) Academy
The governing body sets the admission criteria and allocates places. The Venerable Bede Church of
England Academy provides for both boys and girls aged 11-16. The school is comprehensive, which
means that children can be admitted regardless of aptitude or ability.

16 Academies (includes Three Voluntary Aided Schools)
Academy 360 and Christ’s College provides for girls and boys ages 4-16. Biddick Academy, Castle View
Enterprise Academy, Farringdon Community Academy, Kepier Academy, Monkwearmouth Academy,
Oxclose Community Academy, Red House Academy, Sandhill View Academy, Southmoor Academy,
Thornhill Academy and Washington Academy provide for girls and boys aged 11-16. The Trust Boards
set the admission criteria and allocate places. All of the Academies are comprehensive, which means
that children can be admitted regardless of aptitude or ability.

Four Special schools
The LA is responsible for admissions, determined by the individual child’s Education, Health and Care.
(For more information see page 2)

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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Additional information about Church of England schools in the Diocese of Durham can be
obtained from:
https://durhamdiocese.org
Durham Board of Education, Cuthbert House, Stonebridge, Durham DH1 3RY
diocesan.ofﬁce@durham.anglican.org
Additional information about Roman Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Hexham &
Newcastle can be obtained from:
www.rcdhn.org.uk
Diocesan Education Service, St Vincent's Diocesan Ofﬁces, St Cuthbert's House, West Road, Newcastle
upon Tyne NE15 7PY
education@diocesehn.org.uk
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Address and Phone No

Portsmouth Road, Sunderland SR4 9BA
Tel: 300 6506
http://academy360.laidlawschoolstrust.com
Biddick Lane, Washington NE38 8AL
Tel: 511 1600
www.biddickacademy.com
Cartwright Road Sunderland SR5 3DX
Tel: 594 6330
http://castleviewenterpriseacademy.co.uk
Pennywell Road, Sunderland SR4 8PG
Tel: 534 4444
www.christscollege.org.uk
Allendale Road, Sunderland SR3 3EL
Tel: 917 1500
www.farringdonschool.co.uk
North Road, Hetton-le-Hole DH5 9JZ
Tel: 562 3322
www.hetton-school.co.uk
Dairy Lane, Houghton-le-Spring DH4 5BH
Tel: 512 8960
www.kepier.com
Torver Crescent, Sunderland SR6 8LG
Tel: 917 2300
www.monkwearmouth.sunderland.sch.uk
Dilston Close, Washington NE38 0LN
Tel: 419 5120
www.oxclose.net

School

Academy 360

Biddick Academy

Castle View Enterprise Academy

Christ’s College

Farringdon Community Academy

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline

Hetton School

Kepier Academy

Monkwearmouth Academy

Oxclose Community Academy

11-16

11-16

11-16

11-16

11-16

4-16

11-16

11-16

4-16

Pupil Age
Range

Academy

Academy

Academy

Community

Academy

Academy

Academy

Academy

Academy

Type of School

220

230

230

180

180

66

210

224

120

PAN
2022
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Secondary published admission
numbers for September 2022
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Address and Phone No

Rutherglen Road, Sunderland SR5 5LN
Tel: 511 1930
rha.northerneducationtrust.org
Grindon Lane, Sunderland SR3 4EN
Tel: 594 9992
www.sandhillview.com
Ryhope Road, Sunderland SR2 7TF
Tel: 594 9991
www.southmoorschool.co.uk
Willow Bank, Road Sunderland SR2 7HJ
Tel: 520 0333
www.staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk
Thornhill Terrace, Sunderland SR2 7JN
Tel: 565 8904
www.st-anthonys-academy.com
Biddick Lane, Washington NE38 8AF
Tel: 716 1700
www.strobertofnewminster.co.uk
Tunstall Bank, Sunderland SR2 0SX
Tel: 523 9745
www.venerablebede.co.uk
Thornholme Road, Sunderland SR2 7NA
Tel: 500 7981
www.thornhillschool.org.uk
Spout Lane, Washington NE37 2AA
Tel: 580 4956
www.washington.academy.co.uk

School

Red House Academy
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Sandhill View Academy

Southmoor Academy

St Aidan’s Catholic Academy

St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy

St Robert of Newminster Catholic School &
Sixth Form College

Venerable Bede Church of England Academy

Thornhill Academy

Washington Academy

11-16

11-16

11-16

11-18

11-18

11-18

11-18

11-16

11-16

Pupil Age
Range

Academy

Academy

Voluntary Aided Academy

Academy

Voluntary Aided Academy

Voluntary Aided Academy

Academy

Academy

Academy

Type of School

180

210

180

210

210

180

240

150

120

PAN
2022
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Open evenings for prospective
Y7 pupils
School

Date

Time

Academy 360

Monday 27 September 2021

3.30–4.30pm
5–6pm

Biddick Academy

Thursday 23 September 2021

6–8pm

Castle View Enterprise Academy

Tuesday 14 September 2021

5–7pm

Farringdon Community Academy

Thursday 16 September 2021

6–8pm

Hetton School

Thursday 23 September 2021

6–8pm

Kepier Academy

Wednesday 22 September 2021

4–6.30pm

Monkwearmouth Academy

Tuesday 14 September 2021

5pm

Oxclose Community Academy

Tuesday 21 September 2021

6pm

Red House Academy

Monday 20 September 2021

5–7pm

Sandhill View Academy

Monday 20 September 2021

4–6.30pm

Southmoor Academy

Monday 13 September 2021

5–7.30pm

St Aidan’s Catholic Academy

Tuesday 21 September 2021

6pm

St Anthony’s Catholic Girls’ Academy

Wednesday 29 September 2021

6–8pm

St Robert of Newminster RC School

Tuesday 28 September 2021

5.30–8pm

Thornhill School

Tuesday 21 September 2021

4–6.30pm

Venerable Bede CE Academy

Tuesday 28 September 2021

5–7pm

Washington School

Wednesday 22 September 2021

3.30–6.30pm

Please note that all of these dates are provisional and subject to any changes in guidance, as result of
COVID. Please check individual school websites for conﬁrmation.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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How to apply for a
secondary school place
1.

At what age should my child transfer to secondary school?
Normally, your child will change school when they are 11 years old (for September 2022
admission, that would be those children born between 1 September 2010 and 31 August 2011).

2.

Can my child only move at this stage?
It is normal practice for your child to move at this age. Sometimes a request is made for a child
to move to secondary school a year earlier, if it is felt to be appropriate. An application would
need to be completed by parents requesting a secondary school place. Advice would be sought
from the child’s current school and School Improvement Ofﬁcers, who would need to conﬁrm
that the child would be sufﬁciently mature and academically able to move at that stage. It is
only possible for parents to state a preference for a school, not to choose which
school.
It is possible for a child to be held back in primary school and not move into secondary with their
current peer group. Advice would be sought from the child’s current school and the School
Improvement Service. If it was agreed that it was not appropriate for the child to move at that
stage, then it may be possible for them to stay in primary school.
Any decision that is made about moving a child either a year earlier or later, would
always be carried out in the best interests of the child.

3.

How should I decide which school to apply for?
You will probably already have an idea of some of the things about a school, which are going to
be important to you and your child. You may have spoken to other parents/carers with children
already attending the school.
Their views and ideas may be helpful but do not just rely on these. Any decision as important
as selecting your child’s school should always be based upon your own judgement. Do not
base your decision on other people’s opinions – you will want to make the decision
for your child.

14
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4.

How can I ﬁnd out more information about schools?
Find out as much as possible about what each individual school has to offer. You should go to
open evenings and read the school prospectus, before making your decision. The prospectus will
have information about the school including it’s aims, curriculum and achievements.
Information about the National Curriculum assessment of the pupils at the end of each Key
Stage and Ofsted inspection reports can be found on our website at
www.sunderland.gov.uk/school-admissions

5.

Can I visit schools?
If it has not already done so, your child’s cluster secondary school will contact you to invite you
to visit. If you are considering expressing a preference for other schools, you can contact your
preferred school(s) to make arrangements to visit. A visit to a school does not constitute
an offer of a place, nor does it give priority for places. Parents should not assume
that an offer of a visit by a school constitutes any obligation on the part of the school
or the LA.
Details of the open evenings for each school/academy are outlined on page 13.

6.

Do I have a choice of which school I can send my child to?
You do not have a right to choose which school your child will go to, you only have a right to
express a preference.
Our ability to meet your preference will depend upon not only the demand for places at an
individual school but also on the number of places available.

7.

How many children are admitted to each school each year?
Each year, the LA publishes an admission number for each school. This is the number of pupils
that the LA intends to offer a place to in each school during the next school year.
Details of the Published Admission Number, often referred to as the ‘PAN’ for short, for each
school/academy are outlined on pages 11-12.
Information about the number of pupils that have been admitted to each school in the last two
years is outlined later in this booklet (see pages 77–84).

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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8.

How do I express a preference for a place for my child?
It is possible to apply online. In order to do this, go to
www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline and complete your application.
You can do this either at home or alternatively at any of the council’s Customer
Service Centres, libraries and schools. If you apply online, you will receive an email
receipt by return.
It is only possible to apply online by this website or complete this application form if you live in
Sunderland (i.e. pay your Council Tax to Sunderland City Council).
An application enables you to express up to three preferences for secondary schools.
If you wish to name only one school, you can do so. If you do not name a second
preference school, it will not increase your chances of being offered a place at your
ﬁrst choice school and it could possibly mean that you do not gain a place at
another school that you may wish to consider. Similarly repeating the name of one
school on your application will not improve your chances of being allocated a place.
If you wish to apply for a place for your child in a Voluntary Aided school, Academy, or a school
outside of Sunderland, you must include them on the application in the order that you would like
them to be considered. If you are applying for a place in a Catholic school, you must also
complete the relevant part of the application. You must either include a copy of your
child’s Baptism certiﬁcate and/or a letter of support with your application, if required
by the school(s), or alternatively forward it directly to the School Admissions Team.
Preferences for the Voluntary Aided schools and Academies will be forwarded to the individual
governing body/Trust Board for consideration, in line with their admission policy.
Preferences for schools outside of Sunderland will be forwarded to the relevant LA for
consideration, in line with their admission policy.
The application form is also available at any of the Council’s Customer Service Centres or by
calling 0191 520 5553.

9.

Can I apply online?
Yes. If you are a resident of Sunderland, all you need is access to the internet and you can gain
all the beneﬁts of making your application online.
Log-on to www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline and you will ﬁnd the online application form.
This will be available from 13 September 2021 until 31 October 2021.
The online facility will enable you to make your application and then send it to the School
Admissions Team. You will receive conﬁrmation that your application has been received. Even
after you have made your application, you will be able to come back and make amendments
at any time up until the deadline date of 31 October 2021. However, if you do this, you must
re-submit your application each time.

16
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When you log onto the online system, you will be need to create a username and password if
you have not previously applied. Make a note of your username and password, as you will
need to use the online system again to conﬁrm where your child has been allocated a
place.
Please remember after you have completed your online application, you must submit it by
clicking on ‘submit application’. The screen will provide a summary of your application and you
will also receive a conﬁrmation email (if you have provided an email address).

10. What are the beneﬁts of applying online?
•

Clear, simple step-by-step instructions

•

It is quick, safe and secure

•

You can apply either at home, Sunderland City Council Customer Services Centres, libraries or
schools

•

No risk of the application getting lost in the post

•

You can view your application online at any time

•

You will receive a conﬁrmation email that the application has been received

•

You can easily change your application at any time before the deadline date

•

You will receive an email on 1 March 2022 informing you to log back into your online account to
ﬁnd out whether your child has been offered a place

11. When do I need to apply?
Please remember that you must complete an application for a school place, as there is no
guarantee of a place for any child. You must complete an application even if your child may be
attending a cluster primary or you have older children already attending the school .You must
either apply online or complete an application form and return it to your child’s current school, to
any of the council’s Customer Service Centres or directly to the School Admissions Team at the
address at the front of this booklet. It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that the application
form is received at the school, or any of the council’s Customer Service Centres. Please do not
leave this responsibility with your child.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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The preference period lasts for seven weeks, from 13 September 2021 to 31 October 2021.
Therefore your application needs to be returned to either your child’s current school or to any of
the council’s Customer Service Centres or to the School Admissions Team at the address at the
front of the booklet, by 31 October 2021. The School Admissions Team will only acknowledge
applications that have not been issued with a receipt by the school or Customer Service Centres.
However this may not be until after the end of the preference period. Therefore please make
sure that you are given a receipt when you hand in your application form.
If your application is received after 31 October 2021, it will be considered as ‘late’ and this may
reduce your chance of getting a place at your ﬁrst choice school. Late applications (received
between 1 November 2021 and 6 January 2022) will only be considered after those that are
received on time, unless there is a genuine reason. Examples of genuine reasons would be a
family moving into the area or returning from abroad; a lone parent that has been ill for some
time or has been dealing with the death of a close relative; a change of circumstances for a
‘looked after’ child. Please note that the genuine reason must be explained on the application
and if you would like your application to be considered as such.
If your application is received or an existing application is changed after 6 January 2022, it will be
considered after all other applications received.
Most parents who were refused a place last year were as a result of applying late.
We do not keep places back for late applicants who attend cluster junior/primary or
already have an older child or children attending the preferred school.
If you change address after you have submitted your application, the School Admissions Team
must be notiﬁed. If this notiﬁcation is received before 6 January 2022, it will be considered during
the allocation process.
Schools and Academies in Sunderland use distance between a child’s home address and the
school(s) they are applying for a place at when allocating places at schools that are
oversubscribed. Therefore the address you provide as part of your application must be your
child’s permanent home address. If you change your address after submitting your application,
you must inform the School Admissions Team at Sunderland City Council as soon as possible as
this could affect your application. It is only possible to consider the address where you are living
during the application period. Should your address change during the preference period and the
School Admissions Team are not informed, this could result in an offer of a school place being
withdrawn if inaccurate information is used to allocate the place.
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12. What do I need to consider when I am completing the application?
The address of the person with parental responsibility is used to determine the school at which
a child is offered a place. The addresses of child minders or other family members who may
help with childcare cannot be considered. The LA or individual governing bodies reserve
the right to seek proof of address and withdraw an offer of a place made on the basis
of a false address having been given.
Where there is shared parental responsibility for a child, parents should agree who is the parent
with main responsibility before ﬁlling in the application.
Where parents have twins or triplets and only one place is available, the parent will be notiﬁed in
writing and the decision will lie with the parent as to whether they take up the school place.
However, where parents do not take up the school place, the place will be offered to the next
child on the waiting list.
In respect of admissions for September 2022, Sunderland LA will operate an ‘equal preference’
system. All Community and Voluntary Aided Schools and Academies will consider all
preferences equally. This means that all applications will be considered against the
school/academy’s admission criteria, no matter whether they are 1st, 2nd or 3rd preferences.
When you are completing your application, you need to consider very carefully which schools
you wish to apply for and only list schools that you would like to be considered. Statistics from
the last two years are outlined at the end of this booklet. This will show you which schools are
normally oversubscribed, i.e. where we receive more applications than places available.
If you are considering applying for a place in a Voluntary Aided school or Academy, you should
consult the admission criteria for that particular school outlined later in this booklet.
If you are considering applying for a place in a school outside of Sunderland, you should contact
the LA that the school is situated in for information about their admission criteria. The contact
numbers for the neighbouring LAs are as follows:
Durham
Gateshead
South Tyneside

03000 265 896
0191 433 2757 or 433 2756
0191 424 7706 or 424 7767

13. What happens after I have submitted my application ?
If you complete a paper application, you should return it either to your child’s current
junior/primary school (if this is within the city of Sunderland), to any of the council’s Customer
Service Centres or to the School Admissions Team.
After the end of the preference period (31 October 2021), all applications that have been
received will be considered.
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All applications that have been received for Voluntary Aided schools and Academies will be
forwarded to the governing body or Trust Board of each school or Academy for consideration
against their own admission criteria. (Details of the admission policies start from page 26).
Any applications for schools outside of Sunderland will be forwarded to the LA in which the
school is situated for consideration against their own admission criteria.
At the ﬁrst stage, all applications for a particular school/academy will be considered against the
admission criteria no matter whether they are 1st, 2nd or 3rd preferences.
A list would then be prepared for each school/academy sorted by criteria order, up to the
number of places available (PAN) and then a potential waiting list.
All applications would then be moved to the second stage.
•

If parents could be offered more than one school place, a place would only be offered at
the highest ranked school on the applications.

•

Therefore if there was the potential that a place could be offered at the 1st & 2nd school, a
place would only be offered at the 1st preference school

•

Alternatively if a place could be offered at the 2nd and 3rd school, a place would only be
offered at the 2nd preference school

•

If it is not possible to offer a place at any of the schools on the application, a place will be
offered at the nearest school with a vacancy. Places will be offered on the basis of distance
from the centre of the home address to the main entrance of the school with priority
being given to those living closest to the school. Distance is measured by the shortest
safest walking distance, using a geographical information system (GIS). This uses Ordnance
Survey maps and Land & Property Gazzetteer (LLPG), which provides co-ordinates for
every dwelling.

14. What happens if I want to change the school that I have applied for?
Once your application has been returned, it is possible to change the school/academy that you
would like to apply to during the preference period. Therefore until 31 October 2021, it is
possible to change the school.
However after that date and until 6 January 2022, it is only possible to change the preferred
schools for a genuine reason, e.g. family have moved address and the original school is no
longer appropriate. If the change is received after 31 October 2021 and not for a genuine reason,
it will mean that your application will be ‘late’ and considered after all of the applications received
‘on time’.

20

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline

Admission to Secondary Schools – Information for parents 2022/2023

15. When will I know whether my child has a place?
If you made a paper application, letters will be posted out 2nd class on 1 March 2022. If you
apply online you will ﬁnd out about your school place quicker, via your online account on 1
March 2022.
If it has not been possible to offer a place at any of the schools on your application, a letter will
be sent to you with the following information, where necessary:
•

The reasons why the child is not being offered a place at any of the higher ranked schools
listed on the application form;

•

Information about the statutory right of appeal against the decisions to refuse places at the
other nominated schools;

•

Contact details for the Voluntary Aided schools and Academies and/or other LA(s) where a
place has not been offered, in case you wish to lodge an appeal.

16. I have been offered a school place for my child, what do I do now?
If you have been offered a school place for your child, you will need to conﬁrm your acceptance
of the place. If you applied online, you can accept via your online account. If you completed a
paper application, you will have been sent an acceptance form. You will need to complete this
form and return it to the School Admissions Team, indicating whether you wish to accept the
place that has been offered.

17. Can my child’s name still be considered if any places arise after the
allocation process?
Yes. If you have been unsuccessful in gaining a place in one of your higher nominated schools,
your child’s name will be placed on the waiting list. After places have been offered up to the
school’s PAN, a waiting list will be established using the admission criteria.
Please note that your child’s position on the waiting list will change if any late applications are
received that meet a higher criterion.
If any vacancies arise, places will be offered from the waiting list. The waiting list will be in place
until 31 December 2021, in case any vacancies arise.
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18. Can I accept a place at my second preference school and still appeal for a
place at my ﬁrst preference?
Yes. It is possible to accept a place at any lower ranked school that you have been offered a
place at and still appeal for any higher ranked schools. This does not affect your right of appeal
and will have no bearing on any appeal hearing decision.

19. What happens if I do not complete an application?
If an application for a secondary school place is not received for your child, a place will not be
allocated. Therefore, this will greatly reduce your chance of getting a place in the school of your
choice. It is essential that you complete an application, in order to try and secure a
place.

20. My child is going to private school, do I still need to complete an
application?
Yes – there is a space on the application where you can conﬁrm this information. If you do not
inform the School Admissions Team that your child is going to a private school, it may be
necessary to contact you again. The LA has a duty to ensure that all children are
attending school.

21. I want to apply for a place in a school outside of Sunderland, is their
admission criteria the same as Sunderland’s?
No – if you wish to apply for a place in a school outside of Sunderland, you need to contact the
LA where the school is situated for advice. The contact details for neighbouring LAs are outlined
on page 18. You must still complete a Sunderland application and include all schools
that you would like to apply for a place at.

22. Which secondary school is my child’s primary school clustered with?
Academy 360 – Highﬁeld Academy and South Hylton Primary Academy.
Biddick Academy – Biddick, John F Kennedy and Rickleton Primary Schools. Barnwell Academy,
Fatﬁeld Academy Inspires and New Penshaw Academy.
Castle View Enterprise Academy – Bexhill Academy and Town End Academy, Castletown
and Hylton Castle Primary Schools.
Farringdon Community Academy – East Herrington Primary Academy, Farringdon Academy
and Mill Hill Primary School.
Hetton – Easington Lane and Hetton Primary Schools, Hetton Lyons Primary Academy and
Eppleton Academy Primary School
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Kepier Academy – Bernard Gilpin, East Rainton, Shiney Row Primary Schools, Burnside
Academy Inspires, Dubmire Academy, Gillas Lane Academy and Newbottle Primary Academy.
Monkwearmouth Academy – Dame Dorothy, Grange Park and Seaburn Dene Primary
Schools, Fulwell Junior School and Redby Primary Academy.
Oxclose Community Academy – Blackfell, George Washington, Lambton and Springwell
Village Primary Schools and Holley Park Academy and Oxclose Primary Academy.
Red House Academy – Northern Saints VA CE Primary School, and Southwick and Willow
Fields Community Primary Schools.
Sandhill View Academy – Broadway Junior, Thorney Close Primary School and Hasting Hill
Academy and Plains Farm Academy.
Southmoor Academy – Grangetown and Valley Road Primary Schools, together with Hill View
Junior Academy.
Thornhill Academy – Barnes and Diamond Hall Junior Schools, and Hudson Road and Richard
Avenue Primary Schools.
Venerable Bede CE Academy – Benedict Biscop CE Academy and St Paul’s CE Primary School,
New Silksworth Academy Junior and Ryhope Junior School.
Washington Academy – Albany Village, Barmston Village, Marlborough, Usworth Colliery and
Wessington Primary Schools.

23. My child attends one of the cluster primary schools, does this guarantee a
place in the secondary school?
No – although attendance at the cluster primary school is one of the higher criterions, you do
not have a guaranteed place. Do not assume that your child will be allocated a place at the
feeder secondary school if you do not include it on your application. This will not happen and
will reduce your chance of securing a place. The statistics for September 2020 and 2021
admissions are detailed later in this booklet (see page 77). This explains where it was possible to
offer places to everyone that applied and also where schools were oversubscribed.

24. I want to apply for a place in a Voluntary Aided school or Academy, is their
admission criteria the same?
No – the governing body of each Voluntary Aided school and Academy is responsible for their
own admission policy and criteria. If you are considering applying for a place in a Voluntary Aided
school or Academy for your child, you should consult their criteria outlined on pages 26-68.
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Admissions Criteria for
Hetton School
The LA is responsible for the admission criteria for all Community schools. As a result of a review, from
September 2003, the council’s Cabinet agreed that the catchment system should be stopped and
replaced by a cluster system. A cluster is a group of primary schools (including infant and junior
schools) which feed into a single secondary school. All Community secondary schools and some
Academies now have cluster primary schools. Details of the cluster primary schools for each secondary
school are listed on pages 22-23.
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The admission criteria for Hetton School is as follows:
(i)

‘Cared for’or ‘Looked after’ child – a child that is ‘cared for’ or ‘looked-after’ by a Local
Authority, in accordance with Section 22 of the Children’s Act 1989(b) and a child who was
‘cared for’ or ‘looked after’, but ceased to be so, because of adoption (or become subject to a
Child Arrangements Order, Residence Order or Special Guardianship Order immediately after
being ‘cared for’ or ‘looked after’) and ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission
Authority to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care
as result of being adopted – a child regarded as having been in state care in a place outside
of England if they were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any
other provider of care whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society.

(ii)

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (age 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or
primary school.

(iii)

A sibling link – an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive or step-children) that
shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending the
preferred school at the time of admission.

(iv)

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons (you must include a medical or psychological
report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information which you include
in this section. This report should explain why only this school can meet your child’s medical or
psychological needs. Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting a new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school
are unlikely to be accepted as exceptional.) If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a
preference, please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form.
(Eligibility under this category will be considered by a meeting of Senior LA Ofﬁcers).

(v)

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those
outlined above.
Within each of the above categories, places will be offered on the basis of distance
from the centre of the home to the main entrance of the school with priority being
given to those living closest to the school. Distance is measured by the shortest
safest walking distance, using a Geographical Information System (GIS) This uses
Ordnance Survey maps and Local Land & Property Gazetteer (LLPG), which provides
co-ordinates for every dwelling.
Where a pupil has an Education, Health and Care Plan naming a school, a place will be
offered at that school (subject to conﬁrmation by the SEN Unit).
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the
appeals process will be included with the notiﬁcation letter (and are outlined on pages
78-80) but are also available from www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-appeals
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Academy 360
Please note that the policy for Academy 360 was not available when the booklet was printed.
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Biddick Academy
1.

Aims

This policy aims to:
•

Explain how to apply for a place at the school

•

Set out the school’s arrangements for allocating places to the pupils who apply

•

Explain how to appeal against a decision not to offer your child a place

2.

Legislation and statutory requirements

This policy is based on the following advice from the Department for Education (DfE):
•

School Admissions Code

•

School Admission Appeals Code

As an academy, the school is required by its funding agreement to comply with these codes, and with
the law relating to admissions as set out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.
3.

Deﬁnitions

The normal admissions round is the period during which parents can apply for state-funded school
places at the school’s normal point of entry, using the common application form provided by their
home local authority.
Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a school, are: In the care
of a local authority, or
Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services functions
Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they:
Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002, or
Became subject to a child arrangements order, or Became subject to a special guardianship order.
4.

How to apply

For applications in the normal admissions round you should use the application form provided by your
home local authority (regardless of which local authority the schools are in). You can use this form to
express your preference for a minimum of 3 state-funded schools, in rank order.
You will receive an offer for a school place directly from your local authority.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline

27

Admission to Secondary Schools – Information for parents 2022/2023

5.

Allocation of places

5.1

Admission number

The school has an agreed admission number of 224 pupils for entry in Year 7 for September 2021 and
September 2022.
5.2

Oversubscription criteria

All children whose statement of special educational needs (SEN) or education, health and care (EHC)
plan names the school, will be admitted before any other places are allocated.
If the school is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be offered a place.
In the event that the school receives more applications than the number of places it has available,
places will be given to those children who meet any of the criteria set out below in order until all places
are ﬁlled.
1.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order – a child that is looked- after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being
adopted – a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care
whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

2.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (age 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or primary school

3.
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(a)

Biddick Primary School

(b)

JFK Primary Academy

(c)

Fatﬁeld Primary Inspire Academy

(d)

Barnwell Primary Academy

(e)

New Penshaw Primary Inspire Academy

(f)

Rickleton Primary School

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive, foster or step-children)
that shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending
Biddick Academy at the time of admission.
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4.

Exceptional medical or social need. Parents/carers must submit a supporting medical or
psychological report, prepared by a professional. This report should explain why only this
Academy can meet your child’s medical or psychological needs. Common childhood medical
conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s nervousness at starting new school as a
psychological reason for choosing a particular school/academy are unlikely to be accepted as
exceptional. If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a preference, please contact the
School Admissions Team before completing the application form. (Eligibility under this category
will be considered by a meeting of Senior LA Ofﬁcers).

5.

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.
Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the
home address to the main entrance of the Academy with priority being given to those living
closest to the Academy. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a
geographical information system (GIS).

At the ﬁrst stage of allocations there will be no distinction between 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. preference
applications. Therefore, all applications will be considered equally against the admission criteria and at
the same time.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where it is not possible to offer a place at the Academy, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The
waiting list is sorted using the admission criteria and will be held until 31st December, after the children
start Year 7 in September.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process
are available by writing to Sunderland Local Authority.
Sunderland Local Authority will be the Admission Authority for Biddick Academy. The Trust Board
intends to admit up to 224 pupils to Year 7 in September 2021 and September 2022.
6.

In-year admissions

You can apply for a place for your child at any time outside of the normal admissions round. As is the
case in the normal admissions round, all children whose statement of SEN or EHC plan names the
school will be admitted.
Likewise, if there are spaces available in the year group you are applying for, your child will always be
offered a place.
If there are no spaces available at the time of your application, you will need to ﬁll out an application
form and your child’s name will be added to a waiting list for the relevant year group. When a space
Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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becomes available it will be ﬁlled by one of the pupils on the waiting list in accordance with the
oversubscription criteria listed in section 6.2 of this policy. Priority will not be given to children on the
basis that they have been on the waiting list the longest.
Applications for in-year admissions should be sent to the following address:
School Admissions Team, Civic Centre, Burton Road Sunderland SR2 7DN
7.

Unity Provision

Biddick Academy hosts a Local Authority maintained provision on site for 35 students with ASD and
have an Educational Health Care Plan naming Biddick Academy Unity Provision. It is the Local Authority
who allocate places within this provision and not the Academy Trust. The resources dedicated to the
provision are not available to students within school.
8.

Appeals

If your child’s application for a place at the school is unsuccessful, you will be informed why admission
was refused and given information about the process for hearing appeals. If you wish to appeal, you
must set out the grounds for your appeal in writing and send it to the following address:
The Clerk to the School Admission Appeal Panel, PO Box 100, Civic Centre, Sunderland SR2 7DN
9.

Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Board of Trustees every year.
Whenever changes to admission arrangements are proposed (except where the change is an increase
to the agreed admission number), the Trustee Board will publicly consult on these changes.
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Castle View Enterprise Academy
The Trust Board of the Castle View Enterprise Academy will be the Admission Authority for this
Academy. The Trust Board intends to admit up to 210 pupils to Year 7 in September 2022.
The admissions policy is applied if the number of applications exceeds the number of places available.
The admissions authority acknowledges the rights of parents/carers to express a preference for the
school. However parental preference cannot be considered where the Academy is over-subscribed in a
particular year.
Pupils with a statement of Special Education Needs naming the Castle View Enterprise Academy will be
offered a place.
The Trust Board of the Castle View Enterprise Academy, as the admissions authority, will admit students
to the school in accordance with the following criteria in the following order of priority:
1.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order – a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being
adopted – a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care
whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

2.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (age 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or primary school

3.

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive, foster or step-children)
that shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending the
preferred school at the time of admission.

4.

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons (you must include a medical or psychological
report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information that you include in this section. This
report should explain why only this school can meet your child’s medical or psychological needs.
Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school are
unlikely to be accepted as exceptional). If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a
preference, please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form.
(Eligibility under this category will be considered by a meeting of Senior LA Ofﬁcers).
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5.

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.

Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home
address to the main entrance of the school with priority being given to those living closest to the
school. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical information
system (GIS). This uses Ordnance Survey maps and Land & Property Gazzetteer (LLPG), which provides
co-ordinates for every dwelling.
The Trust Board will adopt the equal preference system, whereby all applications are considered at the
same time, irrespective of the order of preference.
At the ﬁrst stage of allocations there will be no distinction between 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. preference
applications. Therefore all applications will be considered equally against the admission criteria. If a pupil
then qualiﬁes for a place at more than one school, the parent’s highest ranked preference will be
offered and any lower ranking offers will be disregarded.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where parents have twins, triplets or children from other multiple births and there are not sufﬁcient
places for all of the children, the parent will be notiﬁed in writing. The decision will then lie with the
parent as to whether they take up the school place. However, where parents do not take up the school
place, the place will be offered to the next child on the waiting list where appropriate.
Where it is not possible to offer a place at a school, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The waiting
list is prioritised using the admission criteria and will be held in place until 31 December, after the
children start school in September.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal (see appendix A). Further details of the
appeals process are available by writing to the Chair of the Trust Board at the Castle View Enterprise
Academy address.

32

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline

Admission to Secondary Schools – Information for parents 2022/2023

Christ’s College
Please note that the policy for Christ's College was not available when the booklet was printed
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Farringdon Community Academy
Please note that the policy for Farringdon Community Academy was not available when the booklet
was printed
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Kepier Academy
Please note that the policy for Kepier was not available when the booklet was printed
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Monkwearmouth Academy
The Local Governing Body of Monkwearmouth Academy is the Admission Authority for this academy.
The governing body intends to admit up to 230 students to Year 7 in September 2022.
The admissions policy is applied if the number of applications exceeds the number of places available.
The admissions authority acknowledges the rights of parents/carers to express a preference for the
school. However, parental preference cannot be considered where the academy is over-subscribed in
a particular year.
Students with an Education, Health and Care Plan or a statement of Special Educational Needs naming
Monkwearmouth Academy will be offered a place.
The admissions criteria agreed if the number of applications exceeds the number of places available is:
1.

Looked after Children - a child that is looked-after by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a residence order or special guardianship order) and
Children who appear [to the admission authority of the school] to have been in state care
outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.

2.

Children selected on the basis of aptitude
There are 20 places available in total to learning who fulﬁl the following criteria on the basis of
aptitude.
The individual learner must be identiﬁed by a professional football coach who is either employee
by the Academy or are a partner provider with Monkwearmouth. A student with aptitude is one
who demonstrates a particular capacity to succeed in playing football. In determining
applications the Governing Body will determine if a child has an aptitude for football, a particular
capacity to learn or develop the skills in football and will beneﬁt from the expertise and facilities in
the Football Academy.

3.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 at a designated cluster junior or primary school – Dame
Dorothy, Fulwell Juniors, Grange Park, Redby and Seaburn Dene.

4.

A sibling link – an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive, foster or step-children)
that shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending
Monkwearmouth Academy at the time of admission.

5.

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons – (a medical or psychological report,
prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information that you include in this section. This report
should explain why only this school could meet your child’s medical or psychological needs.
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Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s nervousness at starting
a new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school are unlikely to be
accepted as exceptional). If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a preference please
contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form. (Eligibility under
this category will be considered by a meeting of senior academy staff)
6.

Pupils who have expressed a preference to attend Monkwearmouth

Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home
address to the main entrance of the school with priority being given to those living closest to the
school. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical information
system (GIS).
The Governing Body will adopt the equal preference system, whereby all applications are considered at
the same time, irrespective of the order of preference. Therefore all applications will be considered
equally against the admission criteria. If a student then qualiﬁes for a place at more than one school,
the parent’s highest ranked preference will be offered and any lower ranking offers will be disregarded.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where parents have twins, triplets or children from other multiple births and there are not sufﬁcient
places for all of the children, the parent will be notiﬁed in writing. The decision will lie with the parent as
to whether they take up the school place. However, where parents do not take up the school place,
the place will be offered to the next child on the waiting list where appropriate.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process
are available by writing to the Chair of the Local Governing Body at the academy address.
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Oxclose Community Academy
The Board of the Discover Learning Trust is the Admissions Authority for Oxclose Community Academy.
We intend to admit up to 220 pupils into Year 7 in September 2022. This arrangement follows
consultation between the Trust Board, the Local Authority and all other schools in the area who are
their own Admissions Authority in the area.
All applications must be made using the Local Authority Application Process by the closing date which
is determined annually. Applications received after the closing date will only be considered after all
those received by the closing date.
Children who have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which names Oxclose Community
Academy will automatically be offered a place in the academy.
Admissions criteria will only be applied if there are more preferences expressed than places available.
The following criteria will be applied in that case:
Admissions criteria will only be applied if there are more preferences expressed than places available.
The following criteria will be applied in that case:
1.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order - a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission
Authority to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care
as result of being adopted - a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside
of England if they were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any
other provider of care whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

2.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 - (ages 7 – 10 years) at a designated cluster primary.
Blackfell Primary
George Washington Primary
Holley Park Academy
Lambton Primary
Oxclose Primary Academy
Springwell Village Primary

3.

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or other child (including adoptive or step sibling) who
shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending Oxclose
Community Academy at the time of admission.
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3.

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons - you must include a medical or
psychological report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information which you include in this
section. This report should explain why only this academy can meet your child’s medical or
psychological needs. Common childhood conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting a new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school
are unlikely to be accepted as exceptional. If you intend to use this criterion when applying,
please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form. (Eligibility
under this category will be considered by a meeting of the Academy Trust Board).

4.

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.

Within each of the above categories places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of
the home to the main entrance of the academy, with priority being given to those living closest to the
academy. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical
information system (GIS).
Notes
Preference allocation
The Trust Board will adopt an equal preference system, whereby all applications are considered at the
same time irrespective of the order of preference. In the event that more than one preference can be
met then a place will be offered at the parent’s highest ranking school. Other preferences will then be
disregarded.
Where it is not possible to offer at a school, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list is
sorted using the admission criteria and will be held until the end of the autumn term, after the children
start school in September.
Parents who are unsuccessful in securing a place have a statutory right of appeal. Information will be
included within the notiﬁcation letter. Further details of the appeals process are available by writing to
the Chair of Governors at the Academy address.
False or fraudulent information
Where an application contains false or fraudulent information the Governing Body reserve the right to
remove the academy place.

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline

39

Admission to Secondary Schools – Information for parents 2022/2023

Red House Academy
Please note that the policy for Red House Academy was not available when the booklet was printed
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Sandhill View Academy
The Academy Council of Sandhill View Academy will be the Admission Authority for this Academy. The
Academy Council intends to admit up to 150 students to Year 7 in September 2022. The Academy is
completely non-selective and accepts all children.
The admissions policy is applied if the number of applications exceeds the number of places available.
The admissions authority acknowledges the rights of parents/carers to express a ﬁrst choice preference
for the Academy. However, parental preference cannot be considered where the Academy is oversubscribed in a particular year.
The Academy Council, as the admissions authority, will admit students to the school in accordance with
the following criteria in the following order of priority. However there is no guarantee of a place for
children living in our priority admissions area or attending the named feeder schools.
•

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order - a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being
adopted - a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care
whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

•

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (aged 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or primary
school namely:
Broadway Junior
Hasting Hill
Plains Farm and
Thorney Close

•

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or older child that shares the same parent/carer and lives
at the same address, who will be attending Sandhill View Academy at the time of admission.

•

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons (you must include a medical or psychological
report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information that you include in this section. This
report should explain why only this school can meet your child’s medical or psychological needs.
Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school are
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unlikely to be accepted as exceptional). If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a
preference, please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form.
(Eligibility under this category will be considered by a meeting of the Admission Authority).
•

Students for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.

Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home
address to the main entrance of the school with priority being given to those living closest to the
school. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical information
system (GIS). This uses Ordnance Survey maps and Land & Property Gazzetteer (LLPG), which provides
co-ordinates for every dwelling.
At the ﬁrst stage of allocations there will be no distinction between 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. preference
applications. Therefore, all applications will be considered equally against the admission criteria. If a pupil
then qualiﬁes for a place at more than one school, the parent’s highest ranked preference will be
offered and any lower ranking offers will be disregarded.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where it is not possible to offer at a school, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list is
sorted using the admission criteria and will be held until the 31st December, after the children start Y7
in September.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process
will be included with the notiﬁcation letter but are also available from the Local Authority School
Admissions Team and on the Sandhill View Academy website.
Where a pupil has an Education, Health & Care Plan need a naming school - a place will be
offered at that school (subject to conﬁrmation by the SEN Unit).
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Southmoor Academy
Please note that the policy for Southmoor Academy was not available when the booklet was printed
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St Aidan’s Catholic Academy
St Aidan’s Catholic Academy was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for children of
Catholic families. Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will be given to
Catholic children in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed below. The school is conducted
by its governing body as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its trust deed and articles of
association, and seeks at all times to be a witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ.
As a Catholic school, we aim to provide a Catholic education for all our pupils. At a Catholic school,
Catholic doctrine and practice permeate every aspect of the school’s activity. It is essential that the
Catholic character of the school’s education be fully supported by all families in the school. We
therefore hope that all parents will give their full, unreserved and positive support for the aims and
ethos of the school. This does not affect the right of an applicant who is not Catholic to apply for and
be admitted to a place at the school in accordance with the admission arrangements.
The admission policy criteria will be dealt with on an equal preference basis.
The governing body is the admissions authority and has responsibility for admissions to this school. The
local authority undertakes the coordination of admission arrangements.
Parishes served by the school
The school serves the parishes of:
The Holy Family, Sunderland
Holy Rosary, Sunderland
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sunderland
The Sacred Heart and John Bosco, Sunderland
St Anne, Sunderland
St Benet, Sunderland
St Cecilia and St Patrick, Sunderland
St Hilda, Sunderland
St Joseph, Sunderland
St Leonard, Sunderland
St Mary, Sunderland
Published Admission Number
The governing body has set its published admission number (PAN) at 180 pupils to year seven in the
school year which begins in September 2022.
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Application Procedures and Timetable
To apply for a place at this school in the normal admission round (not in-year applications), a Common
Application Form (CAF) must be completed. This is available from the local authority in which the child
lives.
The parent will be advised of the outcome of the application on 1 March 2022 or the next working day,
by the local authority. If the application is unsuccessful (unless the child gained a place at a school the
parent ranked higher) the parent will be informed of the decision, related to the oversubscription
criteria listed above, and has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.
If the parent is required to provide supplemental evidence to support the application (e.g. a baptismal
certiﬁcate), this evidence should be provided at the time of application. If not provided, evidence may
be sought by the governing body following the closing date for applications. This information must
have been correct at the date of closing for applications.
All applications which are submitted on time will be considered at the same time and after the closing
date for admissions which is 31 October 2021.
Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (see note 1)
The admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan is dealt with by a completely separate
procedure. Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan that names the school must be admitted.
Where this takes place before the allocation of places under these arrangements this will reduce the
number of places available to other children.
Late Applications
Late applications will be administered in accordance with the home local authority coordinated
admissions scheme. Parents are advised to ensure that the application is submitted before the closing
date.
Admission of Children outside their Normal Age Group
A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the
child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health.
Any such request should be made in writing to the headteacher of the school. The governing body will
make its decision about the request based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests
of the child. In addition to taking into account the views of the headteacher who has statutory
responsibility for the internal organisation, management and control of the school, the governing body
will take into account the views of the parents and of appropriate medical and education professionals.
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Waiting Lists
In addition to their right of appeal, applicants will be offered the opportunity to be placed on a waiting
list. This waiting list will be maintained in order of the oversubscription criteria set out below and not in
the order in which applications are received or added to the list. Waiting lists for admission will operate
throughout the school year. The waiting list will be held open until the last day of the summer term.
Inclusion on the school’s waiting list does not mean that a place will eventually become available.
In-Year Applications
An application can be made for a place for a child at any time outside the admission round and the
child will be admitted where there are available places. A School Transfer Application Form should be
completed and forwarded to the School Admissions Team at School Admissions Team, Room 2.42,
Civic Centre, Sunderland SR2 7DN. Parents will be advised of the outcome of their application in writing.
Where there are places available but more applications than places, the published oversubscription
criteria, as set out above, will be applied.
If there are no places available, a request can be made that the child is added to the waiting list (see
above).
The parent has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.
Right of Appeal
Where a parent has been notiﬁed that a place is not available for a child, every effort will be made by
the local authority to help the parent to ﬁnd a place in a suitable alternative school. Parents who are
refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process are available by
writing to the chair of governors at the school address.
Fair Access Protocol
The school is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable and/or hard to place, as
set out in locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, outside the normal admission round the governing
body is empowered to give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local
protocol that has been agreed by both the diocese and the governing body for the current school year.
The governing body has this power, even when admitting the child would mean exceeding the
published admission number.
False evidence
The governing body reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place or, where a child is already
attending the school, the place itself, where it is satisﬁed that the offer or place was obtained by
deception.
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Oversubscription Criteria
Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available, places will be offered
according to the following order of priority.
First priority in each category will be given to children who will have an older sibling attending the
school in September 2022.
1.

Catholic and Other looked after and previously looked after children. (see notes 2&3)

2.

Catholic children who are resident within the boundaries of a parish served by the school. (see
note 3)

3.

Other Catholic children. (see note 3)

4.

Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian Church. (see notes 4&5)

5.

Children of a member of school staff who has been employed for two or more years at the time
at which the application for admission to school is made (see note 6)

6.

Children of other Christian denominations whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith
leader. (see note 7)

7.

Children of other faiths whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith leader. (see note
8)

8.

Any other children.

Tie Breaker
Where there are places available for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion, priority will
be given to children living closest to school determined by the shortest distance. Distance from home
to school when measured by the shortest walking route will be the deciding factor. Measurements will
be calculated using the Local Authority’s Geographical Information System (GIS).
In the event of distances being the same for two or more children where this would determine the last
place to be allocated, random allocation will be carried out in a public place and supervised by a person
independent of the school.
Notes and deﬁnitions
1.

An Education, Health and Care Plan is a plan made by the local authority under section 37
of the Children and Families Act 2014, specifying the special educational provision required for a
child.
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2.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked
after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special guardianship order
– a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 22(1) of the
Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so, because of adoption
(or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or special guardianship order)
and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to have been in state care
outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being adopted – a child is regarded
as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they were accommodated by a
public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care whose sole purpose is to
beneﬁt society.

3.

Catholic means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This includes
the Eastern Catholic Churches. This will normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of baptism in a
Catholic Church or a certiﬁcate of reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church. For
the purposes of this policy, it includes a looked after child living with a family where at least one
of the parents is Catholic.
For a child to be treated as Catholic, evidence of Catholic baptism or reception into the Church
will be required. Those who have difﬁculty obtaining written evidence of baptism should contact
their Parish Priest who, after consulting with the Diocese, will decide how the question of baptism
is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in accordance with the law of the
Church.

4.

Catechumen means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church. For the purposes
of admissions this refers to the child on whose behalf the application is being made. This will
normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of reception into the order of catechumens.

5.

Eastern Christian Church includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a
certiﬁcate of baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. Those who have difﬁculty
obtaining written evidence of baptism or reception should contact the Diocese who will decide
how the question of baptism or reception is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be
produced in accordance with the law of the Church.

6.

A member of staff includes all school staff who are under direct employment of the Directors
of the school.

7.

Children of other Christian denominations means children who belong to other churches
and ecclesial communities which, acknowledge God’s revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and, in obedience to God’s will and in the
power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves: to seek a deepening of their communion with
Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body; and to fulﬁl their mission to
proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world to the glory of the one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. An ecclesial community which on principle has no credal statements
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in its tradition, is included if it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and is
committed to working in the spirit of the above.
All members of Churches Together in England and CYTÛN are deemed to be included in the
above deﬁnition, as are all other churches and ecclesial communities that are in membership of
any local Churches Together Group (by whatever title) on the above basis.
Applicants must provide a baptismal certiﬁcate or where child baptism is not practised, a letter
conﬁrming their church membership from their minister or faith leader.
8.

Children of other faiths means children who are members of a religious community that does
not fall within the deﬁnition of ‘other Christian denominations’ at 6 above and which falls within
the deﬁnition of a religion for the purposes of charity law. The Charities Act 2011 deﬁnes religion
to include:
• A religion which involves belief in more than one God, and
• A religion which does not involve belief in a God.
Case law has identiﬁed certain characteristics which describe the meaning of religion for the
purposes of charity law, which are characterised by a belief in a supreme being and an expression
of belief in that supreme being through worship.
Applicants must provide a letter of support to conﬁrm their faith membership from their minister
or faith leader.

9.

A child’s home address refers to the address where the child usually lives with a parent or carer,
and will be the address provided in the Common Application Form (“CAF”). Where parents have
shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives for part of the week with each parent, the
home address will be the address given in the CAF, provided that the child resides at that address
for any part of the school week.

10.

Sibling includes:

11.

(i)

all natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters,
stepbrothers or sisters, foster brothers or sisters, whether or not they are living at the same
address; and

(ii)

the child of a parent’s partner where that child lives for at least part of the week in the
same family unit at the same home address as the child who is the subject of the
application.

A parent means all natural parents, any person who is not a parent but has parental
responsibility for a child, and any person who has care of a child (having care of a child means
that the child lives with and is looked after by that person).
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This policy should be read in conjunction with the local authority’s admission guidance for
parents.
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St. Anthony’s Girls’
Catholic Academy
St. Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy was founded by the Sisters of Mercy to provide education for
children from catholic families. Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will
be given to Catholic children in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed below. The school
is conducted by its governing body as part of the Catholic Church with its trust deed and seeks at all
times to be a witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ.
As a Catholic School, we aim to provide Catholic education for all our pupils. At a catholic school,
Catholic doctrine and practice permeate every aspect of the school’s activity. It is essential that the
Catholic character of the school’s education be fully supported by all families in the school. We
therefore hope that all parents will give their full, unreserved and positive support for the aims and
ethos of the school. This does not affect the right of an applicant who is not Catholic to apply for and
be admitted to a place at the school in accordance with the admission arrangements.
Bishop Chadwick Catholic Education Trust is the admissions authority and is responsible for
determining the admission policy. The local authority coordinates the admissions process on behalf of
the Trust. The administration and operation of the admission policy is delegated by the Trust to the
Local Governing Committee.
The admission policy criteria will be dealt with on an equal preference basis.
Parishes served by the school:
The parishes of Monkwearmouth Partnership:
•

St. Benet (The Causeway, Monkwearmouth SR6 0BH

•

St. Hilda (Beaumont Street, Southwick SR5 2JD)

•

Sacred Heart and St. John Bosco (Chiswick Road, Hylton Castle SR5 3PY)

•

St. Mary (Bridge Street, Sunderland SR1 1TQ)

•

St. Cecilia and St. Patrick (Ryhope Road, SR2 7TG)

•

St. Joseph (Paxton Terrace, Millﬁeld SR4 6HP)

•

Holy Family (Gardiner Road, Grindon SR4 9PS)

•

Holy Rosary (Arbroath Road, Farringdon SR3 3LD)
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•

Immaculate Heart (Springwell Road SR3 4DF)

•

St. Anne (Hylton Road, Pennywell SR4 9AA)

•

St. Leonard (Tunstall Village Road, Silksworth SR3 2BB)

•

St. Patrick (Smith Street, Ryhope SR2 0RG)

Feeder primary schools:
The primary schools of Monkwearmouth Partnership:
•

St. Mary’s R.C. Primary (Meadowside)

•

St. Joseph’s R.C. Primary (Millﬁeld)

•

St. Leonard’s R.C. Primary (Silksworth)

•

St. Patrick’s R.C. Primary (Ryhope)

•

St. Cuthbert’s R.C. Primary (Grindon)

•

St. Anne’s R.C. Primary (Pennywell)

•

St. Benet’s R.C. Primary (Fulwell)

•

English Martyrs R.C. Primary (Red House)

•

St. John Bosco R.C. Primary (Town End Farm)

Published Admission Number:
The governing body has set its published admission number (PAN) at 210 pupils to year seven in the
school year which begins September 2022.
Application procedure and timetable:
To apply for a place at the school in the normal admission round (not in-year applicants), a Common
Application Form (CAF) must be completed. This is available from the local authority in which the child
lives.
The parent will be advised of the outcome of the application on March 1st 2022 or the next working
day, by the local authority. If the application is unsuccessful (unless the child gained a place at the
school the parent ranked higher) the parent will be informed of the decision, related to the oversubscription criteria listed, and has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.
If the parent is required to provide supplemental evidence to support the application (e.g. a baptismal
certiﬁcate), this evidence should be provided at the time of application. If not provided, evidence may
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be sought by the governing body following the closing date for applications. This information must be
correct at the date of closing for applications.
All applications, which are submitted on time, will be considered at the same time and after the closing
date for admissions which is 31st October 2021.
Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (see Note 1)
The admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan is dealt with by a completely separate
procedure. Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan that names the school must be admitted.
Where this takes place before the allocation of places under these arrangements this will reduce the
number of places available to other children.
Late applications
Late applications will be administered in accordance with the local authority co-ordinated admissions
scheme. Parents are advised to ensure that the application is submitted before the closing date.
Admission of children outside their normal age group
A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the
child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems e.g. ill-health.
Any request should be made in writing to the headteacher of the school. The governing body will
makes its decision about the request based upon the circumstances of each case and in the best
interests of the child. In addition to taking into account the views of the headteacher who has a
statutory responsibility for the internal organisation, management and control of the school, the
governing body will take into account the views of parents and of the appropriate medical and
educational professionals.
Waiting lists
In addition to their right of appeal, applicants will be offered the opportunity to be placed on a waiting
list. This waiting list will be maintained in the order of the oversubscription criteria set out below and
not in order in which the applications are received or added to the list. Waiting lists for admission will
operate throughout the year. The waiting list will be held open until the last day of the summer term.
Inclusion of the school’s waiting list does not mean that a place will eventually become available.
In-year applications
An application can be made for a place for a child at any time outside the admission round and the
child will be admitted where there are available places. Applications should be made to the school by
contacting either Mrs J Donaldson or Mrs C Donkin on 0191 565 8904. Parents will be advised of the
outcome of their application in writing.
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Where there are places available but more applications than places, the published oversubscription
criteria, as set out below, will be applied.
If there are no places available, a request can be made that the child is added to the waiting list (see
above).
The parent has the right to appeal to an independent panel.
Right of appeal
Where a parent has notiﬁed that a place is not available for a child, every effort will be made by the local
authority to help the parent to ﬁnd a place in a suitable alternative school. Parents who are refused a
place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process are available by writing to
the chair of governors at the school address.
Fair access protocol
The school is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable/hard to place, as set out
in locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, outside the normal admission round the governing body ie
empowered to give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local protocol
that has been agreed by both the diocese and the governing body for the current school year. The
governing body has this power, even when admitting the child would exceed the published admission
number.
False evidence
The governing body reserves the right to with draw the offer of a place or, where the child is already
attending the school, the place itself, where it is satisﬁed that the offer of a place was obtained by
deception.
Oversubscription criteria
Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available, places will be offered
according to the following order of priority:
The ﬁrst priority in each category will be given to children who have an older sibling attending the
school in September 2022.
1.

Catholic looked after and previously looked after students, including children previously in state
care outside of England who have ceased to be in that state care as a result of being adopted.
(see notes 2 and 3).

2.

Catholic students who attend a feeder primary school (see note 3).

3.

Other Catholic students (see note 3).
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4.

Other looked after and previously looked after students, including children previously in state
care outside of England who have ceased to be in that state care as a result of being adopted.
(see note 2).

5.

Students who are Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian Church (see notes 4 and
5).

6.

Students of other Christian denominations (see note 6).

7.

Students of other faiths (see note 7).

8.

Any other students.

Tie breaker:
Where there are places for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion, distance from the
home address to the school will be the deciding factor, with preference being given to those whose
address is nearest to the school when measured by the shortest pedestrian route using the Local
Authority's computerised measuring system with those living nearer the school receiving higher priority.
Notes and Deﬁnitions
1.

A Statement of Special Educational Needs is a statement made by the local authority under
section 324 of the Education Act 1996, specifying the special educational provision for a student.
An Education, Health and Care Plan is a plan made by the local authority under section 37 of the
Children and Families Act 2014, specifying the special educational provision required for a
student.

2.

A looked after student has the same meaning as in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, and
means any student who is (a) in the care of a local authority or (b) being provided with
accommodation by them in the exercise of their social services functions (e.g. students with
foster parents) at the time of making application to the school.
A previously looked after student is a student who was looked after, but ceased to be so because
he or she was adopted, or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship
order. Previously looked after children also includes those children who appear (to the governing
body) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of
being adopted”

3.

Catholic means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This includes
the Eastern Catholic Churches. This will normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of baptism in a
Catholic Church or a certiﬁcate of reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church. For
the purposes of this policy, it includes a looked after child living with a family where at least one
of the parents is Catholic.
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For a child to be treated as Catholic, evidence of Catholic baptism or reception into the Church
will be required. Those who have difﬁculty obtaining written evidence of baptism should contact
their Parish Priest who, after consulting with the Diocese, will decide how the question of baptism
is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in accordance with the law of the
Church.
4.

Catechumen means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church. For the purposes of
admissions this refers to the student on whose behalf the application is being made. This will
normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of reception into the order of catechumens.

5.

Eastern Christian Church includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certiﬁcate
of baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. Those who have difﬁculty obtaining
written evidence of baptism or reception should contact the Diocese who will decide how the
question of baptism or reception is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in
accordance with the law of the Church.

6.

A child’s home address refers to the address where the child usually lives with a parent or carer,
and will be the address provided in the Common Application Form (“CAF”). Where parents have
shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives for part of the week with each parent, the
home address will be the address given in the CAF, provided that the child resides at that address
for any part of the school week.

7.

Sibling includes:

8.

(i)

all natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters,
stepbrothers or sisters, foster brothers or sisters, whether or not they are living at the same
address; and

(ii)

the child of a parent’s partner where that child lives for at least part of the week in the
same family unit at the same home address as the child who is the subject of the
application.

A parent means all natural parents, any person who is not a parent but has parental responsibility
for a student, and any person who has care of a student (having care of a student means that
the student lives with and is looked after by that person).

This policy should be read in conjunction with the local authority’s admission guidance for parents.
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St. Robert of Newminster
Catholic School
St Robert of Newminster Catholic Secondary School was founded by the Catholic Church to provide
education for children of Catholic families. Whenever there are more applications than places available,
priority will be given to Catholic children in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed below.
The school is conducted by its governing body as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its
trust deed and instrument of government, and seeks at all times to be a witness to Our Lord Jesus
Christ.
As a Catholic school, we aim to provide a Catholic education for all our pupils. At a Catholic school,
Catholic doctrine and practice permeate every aspect of the school’s activity. It is essential that the
Catholic character of the school’s education be fully supported by all families in the school. We
therefore hope that all parents will give their full, unreserved and positive support for the aims and
ethos of the school. This does not affect the right of an applicant who is not Catholic to apply for and
be admitted to a place at the school in accordance with the admission arrangements.
Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust is the admissions authority and is responsible for determining
the admission policy. The local authority coordinates the admissions process on behalf of the Trust. The
administration and operation of the admission policy is delegated by the Trust to the Local Governing
Committee.
The admission policy criteria will be dealt with on an equal preference basis.
Parishes served by the school:
St. John XXIII, Washington/Penshaw
St. Mary’s, Easington Lane
St. Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring
Catchment Area
The catchment area for St Robert of Newminster School is clearly deﬁned by the boundaries of the
parishes served by the feeder schools. A map of the boundaries is available for inspection at the school
on request.
Feeder Primary Schools:
Our Lady Queen of Peace RC VA Primary School
St Bede’s Roman Catholic Primary School
St John Boste RC Primary School
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St Joseph’s RC Primary School Washington
St Michael’s RC Voluntary Aided Primary School
Published Admission Number
The governing body has set its published admission number (PAN) at 210 pupils to year seven in the
school year which begins in September 2022.
Application Procedures and Timetable
To apply for a place at this school in the normal admission round (not in-year applications), a Common
Application Form (CAF) must be completed. This is available from the local authority in which the child
lives.
The parent will be advised of the outcome of the application on 1 March 2022 or the next working day,
by the local authority. If the application is unsuccessful (unless the child gained a place at a school the
parent ranked higher) the parent will be informed of the decision, related to the oversubscription
criteria listed above, and has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.
If the parent is required to provide supplemental evidence to support the application (e.g. a baptismal
certiﬁcate), this evidence should be provided at the time of application. If not provided, evidence may
be sought by the governing body following the closing date for applications. This information must
have been correct at the date of closing for applications.
All applications which are submitted on time will be considered at the same time and after the closing
date for admissions which is 31 October 2021.
Please note: This policy should be read in conjunction with Sunderland City Council’s School Admission
Guide for Parents which can be found at www.sunderland.gov.uk or by telephoning Tel: 0191 520 5553
Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (see note 1)
The admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan is dealt with by a completely separate
procedure. Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan that names the school must be admitted.
Where this takes place before the allocation of places under these arrangements this will reduce the
number of places available to other children.
Late Applications
Late applications will be administered in accordance with the home local authority coordinated
admissions scheme. Parents are advised to ensure that the application is submitted before the closing
date.
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Admission of Children outside their Normal Age Group
A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the
child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health.
Any such request should be made in writing to the headteacher of the school. The governing body will
make its decision about the request based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests
of the child. In addition to taking into account the views of the headteacher who has statutory
responsibility for the internal organisation, management and control of the school, the governing body
will take into account the views of the parents and of appropriate medical and education professionals.
Waiting Lists
In addition to their right of appeal, applicants will be offered the opportunity to be placed on a waiting
list. This waiting list will be maintained in order of the oversubscription criteria set out below and not in
the order in which applications are received or added to the list. Waiting lists for admission will operate
throughout the school year. The waiting list will be held open until 31st December 2022. Inclusion on
the school’s waiting list does not mean that a place will eventually become available.
In-Year Applications
An application can be made for a place for a child at any time outside the admission round and the
child will be admitted where there are available places. A School Transfer Application Form should be
completed and forwarded to the School Admissions Team at People Services, Civic Centre, Sunderland,
SR2 7DN. Parents will be advised of the outcome of their application in writing.
Where there are places available but more applications than places, the published oversubscription
criteria will be applied.
If there are no places available, a request can be made that the child is added to the waiting list (see
above).
The parent has the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.
Right of Appeal
Where a parent has been notiﬁed that a place is not available for a child, every effort will be made by
the local authority to help the parent to ﬁnd a place in a suitable alternative school. Parents who are
refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process are available by
writing to the chair of governors at the school address.
Fair Access Protocol
The school is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable and/or hard to place, as
set out in locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, outside the normal admission round the governing
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body is empowered to give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local
protocol that has been agreed by both the diocese and the governing body for the current school year.
The governing body has this power, even when admitting the child would mean exceeding the
published admission number.
False evidence
The governing body reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place or, where a child is already
attending the school, the place itself, where it is satisﬁed that the offer or place was obtained by
deception.
Over Subscription Criteria
Where there are insufﬁcient places available to meet all parental preferences, priority for admission will
be given to those children who meet the criteria set out below, in the following order:
First priority in categories 1-5 will be given to students who will have a sibling attending the school in
September 2022.
1.

Looked after and previously looked after children. (See note 2)

2.

Catholic children who are attending a feeder primary. (See note 3)

3.

Catholic children who are resident in the catchment area. (See note 3)

4.

Other Catholic children.

5.

Catechumens and members of an Eastern Christian Church. (See notes 4&5)

6.

Children who have a brother or sister in Years 7 to 11 attending the school at the time of
admission. (See note 9)

7.

Children of other Christian denominations whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith
leader. (See note 6)

8.

Children of a member of school staff who has been employed at the school for two or more
years at the time at which application for admission to the school is made. (See note 11)

9.

Children of other Faiths, whose membership is evidenced by a minister or faith leader. (See note
7)

10.

Other children attending a feeder primary.

11.

Other children.
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Tie-breaker
Where there are places available for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion, places will
be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home address to the main pedestrian
entrance of the school building with priority being given to those living closest to the school. Distance is
measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using the Local Authority’s geographical information
system (GIS).
In the event of distances being the same for two or more children where this would determine the last
place to be allocated, random allocation will be carried out in a public place and supervised by a person
independent of the school.
Notes and deﬁnitions
1.

An Education, Health and Care Plan is a plan made by the local authority under section 37 of the
Children and Families Act 2014, specifying the special educational provision required for a child.

2.

A looked after child has the same meaning as in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, and
means any child who is (a) in the care of a local authority or (b) being provided with
accommodation by them in the exercise of their social services functions (e.g. children with foster
parents) at the time of making application to the school.
A previously looked after child is a child who was looked after but ceased to be so because he or
she was adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order.
Included in this deﬁnition are those children who appear (to the governing body) to have been in
state care outside of England and who ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.

3.

Catholic means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This includes
the Eastern Catholic Churches. This will normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of baptism in a
Catholic Church or a certiﬁcate of reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church. For
the purposes of this policy, it includes a looked after child living with a family where at least one
of the parents is Catholic.
For a child to be treated as Catholic, evidence of Catholic baptism or reception into the Church
will be required. Those who have difﬁculty obtaining written evidence of baptism should contact
their Parish Priest who, after consulting with the Diocese, will decide how the question of baptism
is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in accordance with the law of the
Church.

4.

Catechumen means a member of the catechumenate of a Catholic Church. For the purposes of
admissions this refers to the child on whose behalf the application is being made. This will
normally be evidenced by a certiﬁcate of reception into the order of catechumens.
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5.

Eastern Christian Church includes Orthodox Churches, and is normally evidenced by a certiﬁcate
of baptism or reception from the authorities of that Church. Those who have difﬁculty obtaining
written evidence of baptism or reception should contact the Diocese who will decide how the
question of baptism or reception is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in
accordance with the law of the Church.

6.

Children of other Christian denominations means children who belong to other churches and
ecclesial communities which, acknowledge God’s revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and, in obedience to God’s will and in the
power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves: to seek a deepening of their communion with
Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body; and to fulﬁl their mission to
proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world to the glory of the one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. An ecclesial community which on principle has no credal statements
in its tradition, is included if it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and is
committed to working in the spirit of the above.
All members of Churches Together in England and CYTÛN are deemed to be included in the
above deﬁnition, as are all other churches and ecclesial communities that are in membership of
any local Churches Together Group (by whatever title) on the above basis.
Applicants must provide a baptismal certiﬁcate or where child baptism is not practised, a letter
conﬁrming their church membership from their minister or faith leader.

7.

Children of other faiths means children who are members of a religious community that does
not fall within the deﬁnition of ‘other Christian denominations’ at 6 above and which falls within
the deﬁnition of a religion for the purposes of charity law. The Charities Act 2011 deﬁnes religion
to include:
•

A religion which involves belief in more than one God, and

•

A religion which does not involve belief in a God.

Case law has identiﬁed certain characteristics which describe the meaning of religion for the
purposes of charity law, which are characterised by a belief in a supreme being and an expression
of belief in that supreme being through worship.
Applicants must provide a letter of support to conﬁrm their faith membership from their minister
or faith leader.
8.

A child’s “home address” refers to the address where the child usually lives with a parent or carer,
and will be the address provided in the Common Application Form (“CAF”). Where parents have
shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives for part of the week with each parent, the
home address will be the address given in the CAF, provided that the child resides at that address
for any part of the school week.
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9.

Sibling includes:
(i)

all natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters,
stepbrothers or sisters, foster brothers or sisters, whether or not they are living at the same
address; and

(ii)

the child of a parent’s partner where that child lives for at least part of the week in the
same family unit at the same home address as the child who is the subject of the
application.

10.

A parent means all natural parents, any person who is not a parent but has parental responsibility
for a child, and any person who has care of a child (having care of a child means that the child
lives with and is looked after by that person).

11.

A member of school staff includes all school staff who are under the direct employment of the
governing body of St Robert of Newminster Catholic School and Sixth Form College, Washington

This policy should be read in conjunction with the local authority’s admission guidance for
parents.
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Thornhill Academy
1.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order – a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being
adopted – a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care
whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

2.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (age 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or primary school

3.

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive, foster or step-children)
that shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending the
preferred school at the time of admission.

4.

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons (you must include a medical or psychological
report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information that you include in this section. This
report should explain why only this school can meet your child’s medical or psychological needs.
Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school are
unlikely to be accepted as exceptional). If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a
preference, please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form.
(Eligibility under this category will be considered by a meeting of Senior LA Ofﬁcers).

5.

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.

NOTES
Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home
address to the main entrance of the school with priority being given to those living closest to the
school. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical information
system (GIS). This uses Ordnance Survey maps and Land & Property Gazzetteer (LLPG), which provides
co-ordinates for every dwelling.
At the ﬁrst stage of allocations there will be no distinction between 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. preference
applications. Therefore all applications will be considered equally against the admission criteria. If a pupil
then qualiﬁes for a place at more than one school, the parent’s highest ranked preference will be
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offered and any lower ranking offers will be disregarded.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where it is not possible to offer at a school, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list is
sorted using the admission criteria and will be held until the 31st December, after the children start Y7
in September.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process
will be included with the notiﬁcation letter but are also available from the School Admissions Team.
Where a pupil has an Education, Health & Care Plan need naming a school, a place will be offered at
that school (subject to conﬁrmation by the SEN Unit).
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Venerable Bede Church
of England Academy
Please note that the policy for Venerable Bede CE Academy was not available when the booklet was
printed
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Washington Academy
1.

A ‘Looked-after’ child who was previously looked after but immediately after being
looked after became subject to an adoption, residency/child arrangement or special
guardianship order – a child that is looked-after’ by a Local Authority in accordance with
Section 22(1) of the Children’s Act 1989 and a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so,
because of adoption (or become subject to a child arrangements order, residence order or
special guardianship order) and a ‘Looked-after’ child who appears to the Admission Authority to
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as result of being
adopted – a child is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they
were accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation or any other provider of care
whose sole purpose is to beneﬁt society

2.

Attendance in Key Stage 2 (age 7-10+) at a designated cluster junior or primary school

3.

A sibling link - an older brother/sister or older child (including adoptive, foster or step-children)
that shares the same parent/carer and lives at the same address, who will still be attending the
preferred school at the time of admission.

4.

Exceptional medical or psychological reasons (you must include a medical or psychological
report, prepared by a professional, to conﬁrm information that you include in this section. This
report should explain why only this school can meet your child’s medical or psychological needs.
Common childhood medical conditions such as asthma or giving a child’s or giving a child’s
nervousness at starting new school as a psychological reason for choosing a particular school are
unlikely to be accepted as exceptional). If you intend to use this criterion when expressing a
preference, please contact the School Admissions Team before completing the application form.
(Eligibility under this category will be considered by a meeting of Senior LA Ofﬁcers).

5.

Pupils for whom preferences are expressed on grounds other than those outlined
above.

NOTES
Within each of the above, places will be offered on the basis of distance from the centre of the home
address to the main entrance of the school with priority being given to those living closest to the
school. Distance is measured by the shortest safest walking distance, using a geographical information
system (GIS). This uses Ordnance Survey maps and Land & Property Gazzetteer (LLPG), which provides
co-ordinates for every dwelling.
At the ﬁrst stage of allocations there will be no distinction between 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. preference
applications. Therefore all applications will be considered equally against the admission criteria. If a pupil
then qualiﬁes for a place at more than one school, the parent’s highest ranked preference will be
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offered and any lower ranking offers will be disregarded.
In determining allocations, priority will be given to those applications where the parental preference is
received by the published deadline date.
Where it is not possible to offer at a school, the child will be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list is
sorted using the admission criteria and will be held until the 31st December, after the children start Y7
in September.
Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal. Further details of the appeals process
will be included with the notiﬁcation letter but are also available from the School Admissions Team.
Where a pupil has an Education, Health & Care Plan need naming a school, a place will be offered at
that school (subject to conﬁrmation by the SEN Unit).
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Appeals Process
Please note that this does not apply to children with a statement of SEN or Education,
Health and Care Plan. Appeals for these children are dealt with by the SEN and Disability
Tribunal.

25. If my child is not offered a place at any of my preferred schools/academies,
can I appeal?
Yes – If your child is not offered a place at any of your preferred schools/academies, you have
the right to appeal against this decision to an independent appeal panel.

26. How do I do this?
If it has not been possible to offer a place at your preferred Community school(s), information
would have been included with your letter from the School Admissions Team. If you wish to
appeal against this decision you would need to request a form from the Schools Admissions
Team. You will then need to complete the form, outlining your reasons, and return it to the Clerk
to the School Admission Appeals Panel of the City Council.
If your preferred school(s) is a Voluntary Aided school or Academy, your letter from the School
Admissions Team would have explained that you need to contact the school/academy directly
to obtain information about the appeal process.
If your preferred school is outside of the City of Sunderland, your letter from the School
Admissions Team would have explained that you need to contact the LA where the school is
situated directly to obtain information about the appeals process.

27. What happens next?
Appeal hearings are usually held between May and July but may still be held up to and during the
summer holidays. You should complete and return your appeal form as soon as possible, so that
an appeal hearing can be arranged.
You will be notiﬁed of the date of the appeal hearing at least 2 weeks prior to that date. A week
before the hearing is due to take place, you will receive a copy of the LA’s statement of case. This
will explain why it was not possible to offer your child a place at the school and the implications
of more children being admitted above the admission number.
If you are appealing for a place in a Voluntary Aided school or Academy, you will receive a copy
of the statement of case for the school or Academy.
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28. What happens at the appeal hearing?
The appeal hearings for all Community schools and most Aided schools and Academies are
normally held in the Civic Centre and you will be invited to attend. Although there is a process to
follow for the appeal hearing, the panel members do try to keep the meeting as informal as
possible. It is possible to bring along a friend to support you.
The panel members are trained volunteers and are completely independent of Neighbourhoods
Directorate, the City Council, Together for Children and schools.
As the decision that is made by the panel members is ﬁnal, it is very important that you take this
opportunity to put forward your reasons for wanting a place in this school/academy.
The panel will consider the LA’s/school’s/academy’s case against your reasons and
make a decision. You will be notiﬁed of the panel’s decision in writing within ﬁve working days
of the hearing.

29. What if my appeal is successful?
If your appeal is upheld (successful) then you have secured a place in the school/academy for
your child. Your child’s details will be forwarded to the school/academy and they will be included
in any visits, etc.
If you have accepted a place in any other school/academy (e.g. second or third preference
school), then the offer of this place will be cancelled. Your child’s name will be removed from this
school/academy’s list.

30. What if my appeal is unsuccessful?
If your appeal is dismissed (unsuccessful), this decision is ﬁnal. Your child will remain on the
waiting list in case any vacancies arise.
It is only possible to have one appeal for the same school/academy within the same year group,
unless there is a signiﬁcant change in circumstances.
The School Admissions Team will continue to encourage you to consider other schools/
academies for your child, while still remaining on the waiting list for your preferred
school/academy.

31. What can I do if I’m unhappy about the Panel’s Decision?
There is no further appeal. The letter that you receive explaining the decision of the Appeal Panel
will inform you about the limited options that are available.
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There is no right of appeal to the Secretary of State for Education. The Secretary of State cannot
review or overturn decisions of appeals panels but has a limited power to intervene in very
exceptional circumstances.
The Local Government Ombudsman is not able to overturn an appeal panel’s decision but can
investigate written complaints about maladministration on the part of an admission appeals
panel in respect of Community Schools. Currently the Education and Skills Funding Agency
(ESFA) are appointed to investigate complaints about Academy Independent Admission Appeal
Panels on behalf of the Secretary of State. This is not a right of appeal and has to relate to issues
such as a failure to follow correct procedures or a failure to act independently, rather than
complaints where you simply feel that the wrong decision has been made.
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General School Related Issues
32. My child has got a place in a school/academy, what happens next?
Once you have been offered and accepted a place in a school/academy, you will receive no
further correspondence from the Schools Admissions Team. You will receive information from
the school/academy about visits, uniform, etc. This will happen during the summer term. Your
child will be invited to attend the school/academy for a visit and you will receive information
about tutorial groups, start and ﬁnish times, term dates, etc.

33. Will I be able to get any help towards the cost of the uniform?
Provision of a grant towards the cost of a school uniform is no longer available from Sunderland
City Council or Together for Children. School governing bodies and Academy Trust Boards now
determine the uniform policy of each individual school/academy.

34. Is there any help towards the cost of school dinners?
In England children whose parents receive the following support payments may be entitled to receive
free school meals:
•

Income Support

•

Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

•

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•

The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

•

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more than £16,190)

•

Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

•

Universal Credit - household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after Tax and not including
any beneﬁts you get)

If your child is eligible for and receiving free school meals at any time before 31 March 2022, they’ll
remain eligible until this date.
Complete your application by visiting the Family Portal: www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/parentscarers/free-school-meals
or email freeschoolmeals@togetherforchildren.org.uk
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The following beneﬁts do not entitle you to free school meals:
•

Contribution-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

•

Working Tax Credit

•

Foster Allowance

•

Council Tax Beneﬁt

•

Incapacity Beneﬁt

•

ESA (contribution based)

How can I apply for Free School Meals?
Application forms are available from most schools and you can apply online at:
www.togetherforchildren.org.uk/parents-carers/free-school-meals
Frequently Asked Questions
Q)

My children all go to different schools - should I ﬁll a separate application form for
Free School Meals for each child?

A)

No - please put all your children on the same form even if they go to different schools

Q)

How often do I have to apply?

A)

You should apply when you ﬁrst require Free School Meals. Your eligibility will be reviewed
periodically and you will be contacted if eligibility could not be conﬁrmed.

Q)

How will the school know my child does not have to pay for school meals?

A)

The schools concerned will be notiﬁed directly by Together for Children that your child/children
can have a school meal free of charge. Each school makes its own arrangements for notifying
the dinner service staff about who is to receive a school meal free of charge.

Q)

What if my circumstances change?

A)

You should notify Together for Children or the school as soon as possible to tell us of any
changes, for example:
•

If you start work and come off beneﬁt

•

If you change your address or name

•

If your child changes school

•

If your child moves address, and is no longer living with you

Apply online at: www.sunderland.gov.uk/admissionsonline
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Q)

From what date would Free School Meals be awarded?

A)

Unfortunately current regulations do not allow Free School Meals to be back-dated. Therefore
any claim will be awarded from the date the application form is received by Together for Children
providing eligibility can be conﬁrmed at that point in time.

Q)

I receive Working Tax Credit would I be entitled to Free School Meals?

A)

No. However, you may be entitled for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credits
this is known as Working Tax Credit Run-On period

Q)

What will happen when Universal Credit is introduced?

A)

Together for Children will still be able to conﬁrm your eligibility to Free School Meals however, we
are unable to conﬁrm what eligibility criteria will be used.

For more information on Free School Meals entitlement please contact Together for Children - Free
School Meals. Tel: 0191 561 1417 or email: freeschoolmeals@togetherforchildren.org.uk

35. I am on a low income, will I qualify for any help towards the cost of my child
travelling to school?
If you qualify for free school meals (see previous page) or are in receipt of the maximum level of
Working Tax Credit, your child will be provided with free home to school transport if the school
they attend is one of the three nearest to their ordinary place of residence; and that school is
more than two miles but below six miles from their ordinary place of residence.
If you think that your child would qualify, please contact the School Transport Team on (0191)
561 2284 for more information.

36. I would like my child to attend a school on the grounds of my religion or
belief. Would I be entitled to any help towards the cost?
If you qualify for free school meals (see previous page) or are in receipt of the maximum level of
Working Tax Credit, your child will be provided with free home to school transport if the school
they attend is their nearest suitable school preferred on the grounds of religion or belief where
their home address is more than two miles but not more than 15 miles from that school.
If you think that your child would qualify, please contact the School Transport Team on (0191)
561 2284 for more information.
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37. My child uses the bus to get to school, do they need a bus pass?
If your child uses a bus or the metro to get to and from school, it is advisable that they have a
Pop Card which shows that they only pay the concessionary child fare. If your child lives within
Tyne & Wear, you should contact NEXUS for more information on (0191) 202 0747 or
www.nexus.org.uk

38. What is the Local Authority’s Fair Access Protocol?
The Admissions Code requires each Local Authority to agree and operate a Fair Access Protocol.
This is a local agreement amongst all schools and academies and operates outside the normal
admission rounds. The aim is to ensure that children without school places and in particular
vulnerable children, children with challenging behaviour or those who have been permanently
excluded and children who have been out of school for considerable periods of time are offered
a place at a suitable school as quickly as possible. In certain circumstances, the Protocol allows a
child to be admitted to a school even if the year group is already full.

39. What happens with in-year (casual) admissions?
The School Admissions Team co-ordinates the transfer process on behalf of all secondary and allage schools and academies within Sunderland Local Authority.
An application form must be completed by parent/carer, in order to apply to transfer schools
and returned to the School Admissions Team. Applications forms are available from schools, the
School Admissions Team and the council’s website
www.sunderland.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1816
This application form MUST ONLY be completed for places at Sunderland schools.
If the pupil is currently attending a Sunderland school, the Headteacher of their current school
MUST countersign the application form. This means that schools will always be aware of any
transfer requests. The application will not be processed unless that has happened.
If the current school is within Sunderland Local Authority, a pupil proﬁle will automatically be
completed whenever a transfer is counter signed. This will provide information about attendance;
exclusions; SEN; involvement with agencies; KS4 courses; etc.
A copy of the application form and pupil proﬁle will be forwarded to the relevant school(s) for
consideration. The Local Authority will require the school to conﬁrm whether there is a vacancy
in the relevant year group and whether it will be possible to offer a place.
If the application is for a Voluntary Aided school or academy, the School Admissions Team will
write on behalf of the governing body/Trust Board.
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If there is a vacancy in the year group, the School Admissions Team will write to the parent/carer
to offer this place. Parents/carers must accept or decline this place in writing and a form will be
provided. If the year group is full, a letter will be sent to parent/carer, which will explain their right
of appeal to an independent panel.
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Please note that the admission criteria for September 2022 may be different to the admission criteria for September 2022, therefore this is only offered
as a guide to show whether schools were oversubscribed. If the governing body of a school was able to offer places for all applications, it was not
necessary to consider them against the admission criteria. Therefore, figures may not be included for these schools.

The column ‘Total Places Allocated’ includes places allocated by the LA, those gained on appeal and places subsequently declined by parents (i.e.
moved out of the Authority, gained a place in private education, etc) as at July 2021.

Please note that the final distance measurement relates to the final place offered on 1 March 2021.

The column ‘Number of applications received’ includes all applications, regardless of whether they are 1st, 2nd or 3rd preferences.

Please note that the ‘Total Places Allocated’ at Christ’s College includes 53 pupils currently on roll in Y6 at Christ’s College that will automatically transfer
to Y7.

Please note that the ‘Total Places Allocated’ at Academy 360 includes 55 pupils currently on roll in Y6 at Academy 360 that will automatically transfer to
Y7.
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Admission Appeals for September 2021
School

Number of
appeals
lodged

Number of
appeals
heard

Number of
successful
appeals

Number of
appeals
dismissed

Number of
appeals
outstanding

Number of
appeals
withdrawn

Biddick

21

12

0

12

1

8

Castle View

8

2

0

2

2

4
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3

1

1

0

1

1
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27

25

19

6

0

2

Southmoor

23

21

21

0

1

1

St Anthony’s

19

12

1

11

1

6

St Robert’s

49

40

40

0

0

9
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Category 11

Category 10

Category 9

Please note that the admission criteria for September 2021 may be different to the admission criteria for September 2020, therefore this is only offered
as a guide to show whether schools were oversubscribed. If the governing body of a school was able to offer places for all applications, it was not
necessary to consider them against the admission criteria. Therefore figures may not be included for these schools.

The column ‘Total Places Allocated’ includes places allocated by the LA, those gained on appeal and places subsequently declined by parents
(i.e. moved out of the Authority, gained a place in private education, etc) as at July 2020.

Please note that the final distance measurement relates to the final place offered on 2 March 2020.

The column ‘Number of applications received’ includes all applications, regardless of whether they are 1st, 2nd or 3rd preferences.

Please note that the ‘Total Places Allocated’ at Academy 360 includes 41 pupils currently on roll in Y6 at Academy 360 that will automatically transfer to
Y7.
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Admission Appeals for September 2020
School

Biddick

Number of
appeals
lodged

Number of
appeals
heard

Number of
successful
appeals

Number of
appeals
dismissed

Number of
appeals
outstanding

Number of
appeals
withdrawn

14

8

1

8

1

4

5

3

0

3

0

2

Kepier

10

8

8

0

1

1

Oxclose

10

5

2

3

1

4

Southmoor

51

51
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4
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0

St Anthony’s

19

17

6

11

1

1

St Robert’s

22
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1
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2
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5

5
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2

1

Castle View

Venerable Bede
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