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Introduction

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to accord with the
requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development)
(England) Regulations 2004 (hereafter referred to as the regulations).
The regulations require Sunderland City Council to produce a
consultation statement as part of the Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD) process.

The statement sets out details of the formal consultation process that
was undertaken by the City Council from Saturday 8 August until
Friday 18 September 2009 for the draft Marine Walk Masterplan
Supplementary Planning Document.

It should be noted that the consultation included the draft Seafront
Regeneration Strategy. However, this is not to be adopted as a
planning document but will be used as formal planning and investment
guidance for the regeneration of the seafront at Roker and Seaburn.

In accordance with Regulation 17 (2) (b) of the Town and Country
Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004, this
statement sets out consultation methods, a summary of the main
issues highlighted and how they were addressed in the SPD. The
names of stakeholders and interest groups consulted are included in
Appendix 1 of this statement.

This SPD will form part of the Sunderland City Council Local
Development Framework (LDF) in due course and supports and
supplements the requirements of policies NA26 (Coastal and Seafront
Zone), EC8 and EC9 (Tourist Facilities) of Sunderland City Council’s
Unitary Development Plan 1998 (UDP).

To ensure the SPD is a realistic and deliverable document it has been
produced in liaison with stakeholders, as required by Planning Policy
Statement 12 (Local Development Frameworks). Additionally the
consultation process is consistent with the City Council’s overall
commitment to community participation set out in its Community
Consultation Strategy and Hard to Reach Framework. The principals of
inclusive and appropriate communication set out in the Statement of
Community  Involvement (SCI) have been adhered to.
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Background

Sunderland’s seafront could be said to be an area with unfulfilled
potential. The opportunity to regenerate the seafront as a key asset of
the city is recognised in the Sunderland Strategy (2008-2025) which
acknowledges the seafront’'s importance as a historic, environmental
and cultural resource. The Seafront Project Group was set up in
autumn 2007 with the purpose of bringing forward options for the
regeneration of the seafront. To achieve this an overarching document,
the Seafront Regeneration Strategy, has been prepared to guide the
regeneration of the seafronts at Roker and Seaburn.

The Marine Walk Masterplan SPD is the first in a suite of detailed
documents developed to deliver the aims and objectives of the
Seafront Regeneration Strategy.

Pre-production Involvement on the SPD

The council carried out a first stage city wide consultation on
regeneration options for the seafront between 16 February and 3 April
2009. A number of different consultation methods were used and
included the following:

Letters including consultation forms and freepost envelopes were sent
to all residents and businesses in the seafront study area informing
them of the consultation.

Memos were sent to all Councillors and Heads of Service within the
Council informing them of the consultation and welcoming their views.
Workshops lasting two hours were carried out in the Civic Centre, the
Seaburn Leisure Centre, Washington Leisure Centre, Hetton Library
and the Sandhill Centre.

Drop-in sessions were held in the Civic Centre, Washington Leisure
Centre, Hetton Library, the Sandhill Centre and the Seaburn Leisure
Centre where council officers and representatives from Planning Aid
were available for people to discuss their views.

4 drop-in sessions were held on the customer service bus at various
times at Market Square and at Marine Walk in Roker.

A dedicated web page was created, which is accessible via the friendly
URL www.sunderland.gov.uk/seafront. The page included details of the
consultation and an online consultation form.

All schools in Sunderland were contacted informing them of the
consultation and encouraging them to participate in it.

Consultation forms were made available at exhibitions at the Civic
Centre main reception, the Tourist Information Centre on Fawcett
Street and the Sunderland Aquatics Centre. Consultation forms were
also available at the Resorts Office on Marine Walk and all libraries
across the city.

An article was published in the Community Spirit newsletter advertising
the consultation and inviting people to attend the workshops.
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An article was published in Sunrise magazine which is delivered to all
households in Sunderland advertising the consultation and inviting
people to attend the workshops which were being held across the city.
The consultation was advertised on the Sunderland Partnership TV
network covering 20 venues in various locations across the city.

Formal Consultation

The Council are required to issue a SPD for formal public consultation
for a period of four to six weeks, in line with Regulations 17 and 18 of
the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England)
Regulations 2004. The consultation period for the SPD ran from 8
August to 18 September 2009 and consisted of a number of
consultation methods.

Letters and Leaflets

Letters were sent to all residents and businesses within the
regeneration area boundary informing them of the public consultation.
This provided details of the consultation on the SPD including the
exhibitions and events taking place over the consultation period. In
addition a web link to the council’s seafront homepage was included on
the letter.

Letters were sent to any known interest groups/individuals informing
them about the public consultation on the SPD and where to view the
documents. A list of these groups/individuals is included in Appendix 1.

Letters were sent to Natural England, English Heritage, the
Environment Agency and other key stakeholders with a CD containing
the draft SPD, a full Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate
Assessment for comment.

Letters were sent to local MPs with a CD containing the draft SPD, a
full Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment.

Letters were sent to all members of the Community Spirit panel inviting
them to the drop-in session which was held at the Seaburn Leisure
Centre between 11am and 8pm on 27 August 2009.

Memos were sent to all Councillors and Heads of Service within the
Council informing them of the consultation and welcoming their
comments on the SPD.

Summary brochures and comment forms on the SPD were produced
and made available at all workshops, exhibitions and drop-in sessions.

A poster was displayed at all libraries within Sunderland, informing
residents of the consultation. Copies of the draft Marine Walk
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Masterplan, summary brochures and comment forms were also
available.

Copies of all the documents were available during normal opening
times at Sunderland Civic Centre, Sunderland Aquatics Centre,
Seaburn Leisure Centre, Sunderland Tourist Information Centre
(Fawcett Street). Staff were also available to discuss at the Civic
Centre during normal office hours by appointment. In addition,
permanent exhibitions were on display during the consultation period in
the Sunderland Civic Centre, Sunderland Aquatic Centre, City Library
(Fawcett Street), Tourist Information Centre and Seaburn Leisure
Centre.

4.2.10 A series of drop-in sessions showcasing the SPD were held at

specified times during the consultation period. They were located at
Marine Walk, Roker and Seaburn Lower Promenade.

4.2.11 A dedicated web page has been created, which is accessible via the

friendly URL www.sunderland.gov.uk/seafront. The page included a
copy of the documents, an on-line response sheet and printable
comments sheet.

4.3.0 Articles in publication

4.3.1 An article was published in the Workwise magazine, which is made
available to all Sunderland City Council employees, outlining the
findings of the first stage of consultation and a summary of the
proposed regeneration of the seafront.

4.3.2 A press release and press notice were circulated stating that the City
Council is seeking the views and comments of the public and other
interested parties on the SPD. The press notice was published in the
Sunderland Echo on 7 August 2009.

4.4.0 Consultation Events

4.4.1 A number of consultation events and workshops took place during the
six week consultation period from 8 August to 18 September 2009 at a
number of venues across the city. An overview of the consultation is
outlined below.

Date Location Attendees Purpose
Throughout Six care homes | Planning  Officers | Opportunity to give
August 2009 across the city (Regeneration) feedback on draft
documents

Throughout Ground and Public exhibition for
the Third Floor people to have
consultation Reception, Civic their say on the
period Centre draft documents.




Between 8
and 28 August
2009

City Library,
Ground Floor,
Fawcett Street

Public exhibition for
people to have
their say on the
draft documents.

Throughout Sunderland Public exhibition for
the Aquatic Centre, people to have
consultation Sunderland their say on the
period draft documents.
Throughout Tourist Public exhibition for
the Information people to have
consultation Centre, Fawcett their say on the
period Street draft documents.
Throughout Seaburn Leisure Public exhibition for
the Centre, people to have
consultation Whitburn Road their say on the
period draft documents.
Throughout Sunderland Planning  Officers | Available to
the Civic Centre, | (Implementation) discuss views of
consultation Third Floor the public and the
period Reception draft documents
during office hours.
09/08/09 Marine  Walk, | Planning  Officers | Available to
2 -4pm Roker (Implementation) discuss views of
the public and the
draft documents.
16/08/09 Roker Seafront | Planning  Officers | Available to
1lam-4pm (Implementation) discuss views of
the public and the
draft documents.
27/08/09 Seaburn Leisure | Planning  Officers | Available to
1lam-8pm Centre, Foyer (Implementation) discuss views of
the public and the
draft documents.
02/09/09 Seaburn Lower | Planning  Officers | Available to
9am-12 noon | Promenade (Implementation) discuss views of
the public and the
draft documents.
03/09/09 Marine  Walk, | Planning  Officers | Available to
1pm-4pm Roker (Implementation) discuss views of

the public and the
draft documents.




15/09/09 Seaburn Lower | Planning  Officers | Available to
10am-1pm Promenade (Implementation) discuss views of

the public and the
draft documents.
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Other forms of Advertisement

The consultation was advertised on the Sunderland Partnership TV
network covering 20 venues in various locations across the city.

The consultation was also advertised on a teletext page on Sky
Television.

Consultation Responses

During the consultation period a total of 92 responses were received to
the Marine Walk Masterplan consultation. 50 comment forms were
completed and returned by members of the public. In addition 28
emails were submitted. 55 respondents supported the masterplan
proposals, 9 objected to the proposals and 14 respondents did not
specify if they supported or objected. These have been fully considered
and, as a result, some changes have been made to the Marine Walk
Masterplan prior to its approval as a Supplementary Planning
Document.

Thirteen responses were received from formal consultees which were
generally supportive of the draft Marine Walk Masterplan. Further
consideration of representations submitted by Natural England,
Northumbrian Water, the Environment Agency and the Sunderland
Branch of the Green Party have resulted in minor changes to sections
of the Marine Walk Masterplan.

The main issues raised were:

Proposal for greater traffic restrictions

The majority of objections related to the proposal in the draft
masterplan for greater traffic restrictions on Marine Walk. These
restrictions were included in the draft masterplan due to concerns
raised in the initial seafront consultation regarding conflict between
pedestrians and vehicle users on Marine Walk. Businesses located at
the north end of Marine Walk commented that imposing traffic
restrictions there would reduce trade and threaten the viability of their
businesses. All representations received were fully considered and as
a result the masterplan has been amended to allow for vehicular
access up to the roundabout on Marine Walk. It is felt conflict between
vehicle users and pedestrians can be adequately reduced through
greater enforcement of existing traffic restrictions and improved traffic
calming.
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Toilet facilities

A number of respondents felt there is a requirement for better toilet
facilities at the seafront, including improved provision for people with
disabilities. Toilet provision was highlighted as a key issue in the initial
seafront consultation which took place between 16 February and 3
April 2009. Many people commented that toilets at the seafront should
be open throughout the year. As a result the council has secured
funding to ensure toilets at Seaburn Shelter, Cat and Dog Steps,
Marine Walk and Pier View will remain open throughout the year. Only
the toilet located under the tram shelter at Seaburn will close during the
winter. The council is now in the process of undertaking a full review of
toilet provision at the seafront including disabled facilities, with a view
to allocating funding to improve provision as necessary.

Maintenance

Four respondents commented that there is need for better
maintenance at the seafront. The council is in the process of reviewing
the management and maintenance of the seafront. These comments
will be considered as part of this review.

Roker Pods

Mixed comments were received in relation to the Roker Pods. Three
respondents were in favour of the pods, three objected on the grounds
of the appearance of the pods and one respondent was undecided.
Nobody objected to the principle of providing education facilities and an
interpretation point at Marine Walk.

Events

A small number of respondents stated more events should be held at
the seafront. Establishing new events at the seafront is outside the
scope of the masterplan; however the masterplan does propose the
installation of infrastructure which will support the development of the
extensive events calendar, including the creation of two flexible event
spaces and improved lighting to extend the lifetime of the seafront into
the evening.

Summary

Following the public consultation on the SPD the document, where
appropriate, has been amended to reflect the comments received from
the public and statutory consultees.

The Council has adopted this document as an SPD to UDP policies
NA26 (Coastal and Seafront Zone), EC8 and EC9 (Tourist Facilities) of
Sunderland City Council’s Unitary Development Plan 1998 (UDP). The
Marine Walk Masterplan will be brought forward by the City Council as
an SPD on adoption of the LDF.



Appendix 1

The 18 organisations below were contacted in writing and the Cestria Cycling
Club and the Sunderland Clarion Cycling were contacted via email.

Cox Green Boat Club

Dame Dorothy Primary School

Deptford Boating Club

Friends of Roker Park

Fulwell Junior School

Hudson Dock Boat Club

Marine Activities Centre
Monkwearmouth Comprehensive School
North East Dinghy Angling Club
Seaburn Dene Primary School

St Andrews Sea Scout Group

St Benets R. C. Primary School
Sunderland Yacht Club

Wear Boating Association

Durham Bird Club

North Side Initiative (North Area Forum)
Tyne Bikes

Friends of Roker Park

The following statutory bodies were also consulted on the documents:

British Gas

British Telecom

British Waterways

Business Link Tyne & Wear

Church Commissioners

Civil Aviation Authority

Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment
County Archaeologist

Durham Biodiversity Partnership
Durham Heritage Coast Partnership
Homes and Communities Agency
Federation of Small Businesses
Go-Ahead Northern

Government Office for the North East
H.M. Coastguard

Harbour Master

Highways Agency

Home Builders Federation

Living Streets

National Playing Fields Association
NEDL

Network Rail



Nexus

North East Assembly

North East Chamber of Commerce
North of England Civic Trust

North Tyneside Borough Council
Northumbria Police

Northumbria Police Marine Unit
Northumbrian Water Ltd.

One North East

Police Architectural Liaison Officer

Port of Tyne

RNLI

Round Table Sunderland

RSPB Northern England Office

Sport England

Stagecoach North East

Strategic Rail Authority

Sunderland arc

Sunderland Business Network LTD
Sunderland Civic Society

Sunderland Coastguard

Sunderland Council for the Disabled
Sunderland Federation of Community Associations
Sunderland Health Commission
English Heritage

Natural England

Environment Agency

Sunderland Maritime Heritage

Sustrans

TA Centre

The Coal Authority

Transco BG

Transport 2000

Tyne and Wear Development Company
Tyne and Wear Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority
Volunteer Life Brigade

RNLI Estates Department

Sunderland University

Over 1,200 residents and businesses were consulted in the seafront study
area covering Roker and Seaburn which are outlined on the attached maps.
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Representations received and how they have been addressed.
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